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Aleksey TIMOFEEV

RUSSIAN STRATEGIC AND TACTICAL GOALS
IN THE BALKANS IN 1915

ABSTRACT: On the basis of archival materials, memoirs and the
corresponding historiography the author considers the dynamics
of the development of Russian strategic and tactical interests in the
Balkans in 1915 and raises a question of the reasons for the
Russian foreign policy defeat in the Balkans in the years of World
War L

KEYWORDS: WWI, Russian Empire, Balkans, logistics, transport
network, rail links, military cargo transfer, Serbia, Greece, Bulgaria,
Montenegro.

With the passing of the first months of WWI, the Russian Empire
crystallized several points of its interest in the Balkans. The main
strategic goal legalized after the Ottoman Empire assault on the Russian
Black Sea shores was "the return of the Orthodox Cross on the church of
St. Sophia", which was a cover-up for the control of the Passes!. It had
been an “idée fixe” of the Russian Empire? such as Gibraltar had been for

1 According to the recollections of the participants in the events, the plans of the Russian
troops in the Straits were so designed that in 1915 it was decided that the recovery of
the Cross on the St. Sophia Cathedral would be headed by the Duke Konstantin
Romanov personally. The Director of the Russian Archaeological Institute in
Constantinople F. I. Uspensky was to participate in the landing, because "from his
service in Constantinople he knew where and under which mosques Turks kept the
church libraries, so as to place the guards at them immediately and not lose the most
valuable materials". HBC, ®. 699, k. 1, c. 11. C.H. CmupHoB, BocnomMmuHaHus o Besnkom
kHs13e KoHcTaHTHHe KoHcTaHTHHOBUYe. [loK/az, yuTaHHBIA B Kopnyce ero u uMeHH B
Besoii Llepksy, 3. Hosi6psa 1940.

2 KOHCTaHTHHOIOJb U NPO/UBLI N0 CEKPEMHbIM JOKYMEHMAM 6bleule2o MUHUCMepcmaa
uHocmpaHHbix desa, MockBa 1925; H. C. KunsanuHa. ba/kaHbl U npo/u8bl 80 8HewHell
noaumuke Poccuu 8 konye XIX eexa (1878-1898), MockBa, 1994; B. U. lllepemeT, bocgop:
Poccusi u Typyus e anoxy nepsoti muposolil goliHbl: [lTo mamepuaaam pycckoll 80eHHOU
pazeedku, MockBa, 1995; 0. P. AiipaneroB, Ha BocmouHom HanpasieHuu. Cydvba
Bocgopckoil skcneduyuu 6 npasseHue umnepamopa Hukoaas II: IocaedHsisi eoliHa
umnepamopckotl Poccuu, Mocksa, 2002, pp. 158-261; B. b. KamupuH, ,HecocrosiBmasics
3KCIeIUIIUSI PYCCKUX BOOPY:KeHHBIX cus Ha basnkanbl oceHbto 1915 ropa“, Hoeast u
Hoeeliwass ucmopus, 6, MockBa, 2004; 10. JlyneBa, bocgpop u [Japdaneansi. TaliHvie
nposokayuu HakaHyHe [lepsoli mupoeoli oliHbl (1908-1914), MockBsa, 2010.
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