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Ac cor ding to Vla dan Mak si mo vić, pro fes sor of the Kar lov ci Se mi-
nary (se con dary school of the Ser bian Ort ho dox Church in Srem ski 
Kar lov ci) and la ter the first dean of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox 
The o logy in Za greb, as early as in 1903 the re was an idea to tran sform 
the Kar lov ci Se mi nary to the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy of the Uni-
ver sity of Za greb. He cla i med that “this idea was aban do ned be ca u se of 
the na ti o nal re a sons. They did not want to pro mo te Ser bian the o lo gi ans 
to PhDs on be half of the Austrian Em pe ror. Anot her re a son was cle ri cal 
be ca u se the Holy Synod of Bis hops of the Ser bian Ort ho dox Me tro po li-
ta na te of Kar lov ci did not want to wa i ve its right to ap po int pro fes sors, 
which they tho ught was a gu a ran tee of the ir auto nomy.”1 Za greb was 

* rakovic@gmail.com.
1 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 

“Pro me mo ria o is toč no-pra vo slav nom bo go slov skom fa kul te tu za gre bač kog uni ver zi te ta 
za go spo di na mi ni stra pro svje te M. Tri fu no vi ća” writ ten by Vla dan Mak si mo vić on March 
3rd, 1923. He re i naf ter re fer red to as: Pro me mo ria; – Vla dan Mak si mo vić (Pr ho vo, Srem, 
1879 – Be o grad, 1956), gra du a ted from the Kar lov ci Se mi nary and Spi ri tual Aca demy 
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not se lec ted ac ci den tally, be ca u se this city at the turn of 19th and 20th 
cen tury be ca me the eco no mic and po li ti cal cen tre of the Ser bian pe o ple 
in Austria-Hun gary and at trac ted mo re and mo re Ser bian in tel lec tu als 
from Hun gary. Thus, “the Ser bian cen tre was mo ved to Za greb.”2

Mak si mo vić al so wro te that du ring World War I, the Cro at-Serb 
Co a li tion wor ked “on esta blis hing the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy 
in Za greb for po li ti cal re a sons, be ca u se it wan ted to show the so li da-
rity bet we en Serbs and Cro ats to the Hun ga rian go vern ment.”3 This 
was al so di scus sed in the Pro vi si o nal Na ti o nal As sembly of the King-
dom of Serbs, Cro ats and Slo ve nes in early 1919.4 Ac cor ding to the 
cen sus of 1921 the re we re 8.55% Ort ho dox (9,293) in Za greb. Ho we-
ver, in Za greb dis trict the re we re 23.5% Ort ho dox (114,682) and abo-
ut 75% Ro man Cat ho lics (365 077). In the ter ri tory of Cro a tia and 
Sla vo nia the re we re abo ut 25% Ort ho dox (657,823) and abo ut 69% 
Ro man Cat ho lics (1,803,263).5 So, with ca re ful plan ning Za greb had a 

in Mo scow whe re he al so ac qu i red a PhD de gree. Re fe ren ce: Zna me ni te lič no sti Sre ma, 
Srem ska Mi tro vi ca 2003, 257; – Mak si mo vić did not ha ve a PhD de gree du ring the exi-
sten ce of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy in Za greb.

2 Va si li je Kre stić, Isto ri ja Sr ba u Hr vat skoj i Sla vo ni ji 1848–1914, Be o grad 1991, 368.
3 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. 

– Pro me mo ria.
4 Ste no grap hic no tes of the Pro vi si o nal Na ti o nal As sembly of the King dom of Serbs, 

Cro ats and Slo ve nes, III, Be o grad 1920, 47th re gu lar me e ting held on July 4th, 1919, 150–
151; – Al so see: Alek san dar Ra ko vić, “Aka dem ska i po li tič ka ras pra va o Bo go slov skom 
fa kul te tu to kom 1919. go di ne (sa osvr tom na ra ni je pi sa nje Ve sni ka Srp ske cr kve)”, Srp
ska te o lo gi ja u dva de se tom ve ku, I, Be o grad 2007, 119; – This pa per abo ut the Fa culty of 
Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy has al ready been pu blis hed in Ser bian lan gu a ge, with mi nor 
al ter na ti ons: Alek san dar Ra ko vić, “Is toč no-pra vo slav ni bo go slov ski fa kul tet Sve u či li šta u 
Za gre bu 1920–1924”, Srp ska te o lo gi ja u dva de se tom ve ku, II, Be o grad 2007; – The Fa culty 
of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy was al so writ ten abo ut by So fi ja Bo žić. See: So fi ja Bo žić, 
Sr bi u Hr vat skoj 1918–1929, Be o grad 2008, 394–396, 669.

5 Acor ding to the Cen sus of the King dom of Serbs, Cro ats and Slo ve nes in 1921, 
Za greb had the po pu la tion of 108,674 out of which 9,293 we re Ort ho dox and 91,600 
Ro man Cat ho lics. Za greb conty had 487.831 ci ti zens. In the ter ri tory of Cro a tia and 
Sla vo nia the re we re 2,614,378 pe o ple. Re fe ren ce: Fe de ral In sti tu te of Sta ti stics, Cen-
sus 1991. (with re fe ren ce to the re sults of pre vi o us cen su ses 1921–1981), CD, Be-
o grad 1998; – Ac cor ding to the da ta of the Ser bian Ort ho dox Church Com mu nity 
in Za greb (SPCO), in 1919 the re we re 3.300 Ort ho dox, com pa red to 3.707 in 1920, 
whe re as in 1921 SPCO re cords as many as 9.183 Ort ho dox in Za greb in clu ding Rus-
sian re fu ge es. In 1922 the re we re 5.329 Ort ho dox Chri sti ans, 5.599 in 1923 and 5.639 
in 1924. Re fe ren ce: Di mi tri je Vit ko vić, Srp ska pra vo slav na cr kve na op ći na, pa ro hi ja i 
ško la u Za gre bu, Za greb 1985, 119–120; – Serbs star ted set tling in Za greb du ring the 
1780s. From 1814 to 1929 Ser bian Na ti o nal Pri mary School was wor king in Za greb. 
Sin ce 1929 the stu dents of ot her con fes si ons we re able to en rol. Mo re on this school 
see: Ivan Ju ri šić, Mi lan Ma ti je vić, Go ran Ni kić, Srp ske ško le i is tak nu ti srp ski uči te lji u 
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po ten tial to be co me the se at of a hig her school such as the Fa culty of 
Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy.

Po li ti cal ef forts on the esta blis hment of the  
Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy in Za greb

The ini ti a ti ve for the esta blis hment of the fa culty of Ort ho dox the-
o logy in Za greb was re-ope ned in the King dom of Serbs, Cro ats and 
Slo ve nes (King dom of SHS). Du ring 1919 the Pro vin cial Go vern ment 
of Cro a tia and Sla vo nia wan ted the fa culty of Ort ho dox the o logy in 
Za greb to be fo un ded with the sup port of the Go vern ment of the King-
dom of SHS. In March 1919, Cro a tian ban Dr Ivan Pa le ček wro te to 
the Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion Lju bo mir Da vi do vić: “Gi ven the fact that our 
King dom has no fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox se mi nary, the Mi ni ster 
of Re li gion ma de me think that such a fa culty sho uld be esta blis hed in 
Za greb.” Pa le ček wro te that “be ca u se of the ur gent need,” he or de red 
“the ope ning of the fa culty in the very next school year 1919/20 po in-
ting out that the law wo uld be bro ught la ter.” Pa le ček’s or der was ma de 
ac cor ding to the Austro-Hun ga rian or der of 1875 by which “the Gre ek-
Eastern Se mi nary in Cher novtsy was abo lis hed and a Fa culty of Gre-
ek-Eastern The o logy of the Uni ver sity of Cher novtsy esta blis hed and 
ac cor ding to the Sta tu te of the Ser bian Ort ho dox Se mi nary in Kar lov-
ci”. Cro a tian Ban said that “by the oral pro po sal,” of the Mi ni ster of Re-
li gion Tu go mir Ala u po vić, fo ur te ac hers sho uld be ap po in ted as re gu lar 
se mi nary pro fes sors of the fa culty of Ort ho dox the o logy in Za greb, so 
that they co uld con ti nue to or ga ni ze the work of this hig her edu ca tion 
in sti tu tion. The fo ur pro fes sors we re Dr Vo ji slav Ja nić (Bel gra de Se-
mi nary), Dr Si meon Po po vić (Sa ra je vo Se mi nary), Vla dan Mak si mo vić 
(Kar lov ci Se mi nary) and Dr Iri nej Ka lik (Za dar Se mi nary).6 At the be-
gin ning of April 1919, the Mi ni ster of Re li gion, re fer ring to Pa la ček’s 
let ter, asked the Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion to ap po int Dr Iri nej Ći rić, pro-
fes sor of Kar lov ci Se mi nary in stead of a la te Iri nej Ka lik.7

Hr vat skoj do 1941. go di ne, Za greb 2005, 137–170; – On edu ca tion of Serbs in Cro a tia, 
see: So fi ja Bo žić, op. cit., 231–303.

6 AJ, Mi ni stry of Re li gion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 69, Fol der 42. – Ban 
of Cro a tia to the Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion of the King dom SHS, March 1919. Let ter was fi led 
un der Br. 10.600. – 1919 un der the na me “Pred met: Sve u či li šte, is toč no-pra vo slav ni bo-
go slov ni fa kul tet, osni va nje”.

7 AJ, Mi ni stry of Re li gion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 69, Fol der 42, V. br. 
1112, 11. april 1919. – Mi ni ster of Re li gion to the Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion.
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He re we need to pa u se and ex pla in why Ala u po vić and Pa la ček’s ini-
ti a ti ve was so in te re sting. The Mi ni ster and the Ban, the lat ter be ing the 
head of the Pro vin cial Go vern ment of Cro a tia and Sla vo nia, we re both 
Cro ats, Yugo slav cen tra list clo se to the Ser bian le a der in Cro a tia who was 
al so the le a der of the Pre ča ni wing of the De moc ra tic Party and then the 
Mi ni ster of In ter i or, Sve to zar Pri bi će vić.8 Be si des the se two, anot her per-
son had a very im por tant and maybe the most im por tant ro le du ring the 
fo un ding of the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy in Za greb. It was the Ac-
ting Chi ef of the Ort ho dox De part ment of the Mi ni stry of Re li gion, pro-
fes sor of Kar lov ci Se mi nary and a can di da te, alt ho ugh wit ho ut a doc to ra-
te, for the po si tion of a full pro fes sor at the fa culty of Ort ho dox the o logy 
in Za greb – Vla dan Mak si mo vić.9

Ho we ver, in early April 1919, No vi Sad new spa per Za sta va (clo se to 
ra di cals) wro te that the pre pa ra ti ons for the esta blis hment of the fa cul-
ti es of Ort ho dox the o logy in Za greb and Bel gra de we re go ing on wit ho ut 
pu blic de ba te. The new spa per cla i med that the sta te did not con sult “ec-
cle si a sti cal aut ho rity” and that un der go ing “ac tion of esta blis hing the 
fa cul ti es of Ort ho dox the o logy,” was un ne ces sary at that ti me. Za sta
va al so wro te abo ut the Uni ver sity of Za greb: “The go vern ment cir cles 
tho ught that, be si de the Fa culty of Ro man Cat ho lic The o logy, the Uni-
ver sity of Za greb sho uld al so in clu de the fa culty of Ort ho dox the o logy, 
whe re as both Ort ho dox and Ro man Cat ho lic fa culty of the o logy sho uld 
be esta blis hed at the Uni ver sity of Bel gra de.” “Ac cor ding to the in for-
ma tion that we gat he red, we are aut ho ri zed to cla im, that the ac ti vi ti es 
on the esta blis hment of the fa culty of Ort ho dox the o logy in Za greb star-
ted and we re con duc ted in a wrong way. The Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion and 
Re li gion has al ready do ne so met hing me ri to ri o us, which pre jud ged the 
so lu tion of the who le thing, abo ut which the church aut ho ri ti es we re 
not asked or in vi ted to par ti ci pa te, nor we re they in for med in any way 
what so ever.” Za sta va be li e ved that this pro blem co uld “ca u se an open 
con flict bet we en sta te and church aut ho ri ti es.”10 Hen ce, the Me tro po-

8 Ivo Pe rić, Stje pan Ra dić 1871–1928, Za greb 2003, 294, 301; – Sve to zar Pri bi će vić 
(Hr vat ska Ko staj ni ca, 1875 – Pra gue, 1936) was one of the le a ders of the Cro at-Serb Co a-
li tion in Austria-Hun gary from 1905, one of the fo un ders of the De moc ra tic Party in the 
King dom of SHS and the Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion in se ve ral terms. He re sig ned from the 
De moc ra tic Party in 1924 and fo un ded In de pen dent De moc ra tic Party. Re fe ren ce: En ci
klo pe di ja srp skog na ro da, 891–892.

9 AJ, Mi ni stry of Re li gion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 69, Fol der 42, V. br. 
577, 17. ja nu ar 1922. – Abo ut the ap po int ment of Vla dan Mak si mo vić for the ac ting 
Chi ef of the Ort ho dox De part ment of the Mi ni stry of Re li gion fi led on Ja nu ary 28th, 
1919 un der V. br. 130.

10 P. J, “Bo go slov ski fa kul te ti”, Za sta va, 5. april 1919, 2.
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li ta na te of Kar lov ci was not con sul ted abo ut the esta blis hment of the 
Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy in Za greb.

Af ter the ses sion in Ju ne 1919, the Holy Synod of Bis hops of the Me-
tro po li ta na te of Kar lov ci in for med Cen tral Holy As sembly of Bis hops in 
Bel gra de abo ut the con clu sion of the Co un cil of the Kar lov ci Se mi nary 
on “the is sue of the esta blis hment of the fa culty of Ort ho dox the o logy in 
Za greb.” In la te March 1919, the Co un cil of Kar lov ci Se mi nary con clu-
ded: “The Co un cil of Se mi nary ha ve le ar ned that the Mi ni stry of Re li gion 
in Bel gra de to ok the ne ces sary steps to esta blish the fa culty of Ort ho dox 
the o logy of the Uni ver sity of Za greb, and that the who le pro cess is al-
ready in its fi nal sta ge, and that the Co un cil of Kar lov ci Se mi nary – the 
hig hest Ort ho dox The o lo gi cal in sti tu te in the King dom of Serbs, Cro ats 
and Slo ve nes – has not been con sul ted the rein. Ho we ver, sin ce the Co-
un cil of the Se mi nary thinks that the is sue of the esta blis hment of the 
fa culty of Ort ho dox the o logy sho uld not ha ve been re sol ved wit ho ut con-
sul ting it, as the re pre sen ta ti ve of the Kar lov ci Se mi nary, which has al-
ready been or ga ni zed as a fa culty, and ne eds only a for mal ra ti fi ca tion of 
re le vant fac tors – the Co un cil of the Se mi nary una ni mo usly re sol ved: to 
send a let ter to the su pre me aut ho rity of the Church, the Holy Synod of 
Bis hops in Srem ski Kar lov ci, then to the Mi ni ster of Re li gion Mr Tu go mir 
Ala u po vić in Bel gra de and to the Aca de mic Se na te of the Uni ver sity of 
Za greb, in which the Co un cil of the Se mi nary wo uld ex pla in its po si tion 
in the esta blis hment of the fa culty of Ort ho dox the o logy in Za greb.” The 
Co un cil of Kar lov ci Se mi nary de ci ded that “it wo uld be unjust to outli-
ne the Sta tu te of the fa culty of Ort ho dox the o logy wit ho ut he a ring the 
stand of the Se mi nary and lo ok for the te ac hing staff at the lo wer Ser bian 
Ort ho dox se mi na ri es or el sew he re in the church, and only la ter call the 
Se mi nary pro fes sors for co o pe ra tion, who we re pre pa ring them sel ves for 
years to te ach at the hig her school of the o logy.”11

The re is no do ubt that so me pe o ple in the Mi ni stry of Re li gion we re 
in a hu rry to open the fa culty of Ort ho dox the o logy in Za greb be fo re the 
fa culty of Ort ho dox the o logy in Bel gra de. On July 2nd, 1919 the lat ter was 
fi nally esta blis hed as an equ al fa culty of the Uni ver sity of Bel gra de.12 The 

11 AJ, Mi ni stry of Re li gion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 69, Fol der 42. – 
The Holy Synod of Bis hops of the Me tro po li ta na te of Kar lov ci to the Holy As sembly 
of Bis hops in Bel gra de. Let ter was fi led in the Me tro po li ta na te of Kar lov ci un der Br. 
19/27–1919. At tac hed to the let ter is the opi nion of the Co un cil of the Kar lov ci Se-
mi nary of March 31st, 1919. Al so at tac hed was the ex tract from the tran script of the 
ses sion of the Con cil of the Ser bian Ort ho dox Se mi nary in Srem ski Kar lov ci held on 
March 31st, 1919 in Srem ski Kar lov ci.

12 Alek san dar Ra ko vić, “Aka dem ska i po li tič ka ras pra va o Bo go slov skom fa kul te tu 
to kom 1919. go di ne (sa osvr tom na ra ni je pi sa nje Ve sni ka Srp ske cr kve)”, Srp ska te o lo gi ja 
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Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion and le a der of the De moc ra tic Party Lju bo mir Da-
vi do vić be li e ved that the fa culty of Ort ho dox the o logy in Za greb co uld 
be esta blis hed only af ter the one in Bel gra de.13 He di sa greed with his 
party col le a gu es in the west of Yugo sla via abo ut the cen tre of the hig her 
Ort ho dox the o lo gi cal edu ca tion. He and his party col le a gu es from Ser-
bia be li e ved it sho uld be Bel gra de. Di sa gre e ment bet we en the Ser bian 
wing and Pre ča ni wing of the De moc ra tic Party was re flec ted in the two 
fa cul ti es of Ort ho dox the o logy. Alt ho ugh the Kar lov ci Se mi nary re ac ted 
to the esta blis hment of the fa culty of Ort ho dox the o logy in Za greb, it 
did not ma ke it cle ar whet her it wan ted to be tran sfor med to this hig her 
edu ca tion in sti tu tion.

The esta blis hment of the Fa culty  
of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy in Za greb in 1920

In April 1920, the Mi ni stry of Re li gion asked the Ser bian Ort ho dox 
Church Com mu nity in Za greb to pro vi de, if pos si ble, fa ci li ti es for the fa-
culty of Ort ho dox the o logy in Za greb, “un til the sta te finds ap pro pri a te 
ac com mo da tion.” The Mi ni stry of Re li gion tho ught it was “in the po li-
ti cal and na ti o nal in te rest of the sta te and in the in te rests of the Ort ho-
dox Church,” as well as in the in te rests of the Ser bian Ort ho dox Church 
Com mu nity, “to esta blish an Ort ho dox, re li gi o us, cul tu ral and edu ca ti-
o nal cen tre in Za greb.”14 The sub se qu ent co ur se of events sho wed that 
the Ser bian Ort ho dox Church Com mu nity in Za greb was una ble to find 
an ap pro pri a te lo ca tion for the tem po rary ac com mo da tion of the fa culty 
that was to be esta blis hed.

On Ju ne 10th, 1920 Vla dan Mak si mo vić from the Mi ni stry of Re li gion 
sent a fol lo wing te le gram to the Vi car of Kar lov ci Ila rion Ze rem ski: “Se-
lec tion not do ne. Pro bably de layed un til autumn. Pres sing Synod to send 

u dva de se tom ve ku, I, Be o grad 2007, 123–124.
13 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 

Pro me mo ria.
14 AJ, Mi ni stry of Re li gion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 69, Fol der 42, Pov. 

br. 85. – By the or der of the Mi ni ster of Re li gion, the Ac ting Chi ef of the Ort ho dox De-
part ment of the Mi ni stry of Re li gion to the Pre si dent of the Ser bian Ort ho dox Church 
Com mu nity in Za greb (SPCO). The do cu ment is not da ted. – Ac cor ding to the tran scripts 
of the 6th me e ting of the Bo ard of the Ser bian Ort ho dox Church-School dis trict in Za greb 
da ted April 19th, 1920 (copy in pos ses sion of A.R.) we can see that the Mi ni stry of Re li gion 
sent a let ter on April 3rd, 1920. On April 19th, 1920 SPCO aut ho ri zed the Pre si dent of SPCO 
Pa ja Te o do ro vić to di scuss this with the Mi ni stry of Re li gion.
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act to Pro vin cial Go vern ment to mo ve Se mi nary to Za greb as a Fa culty.”15 
Alt ho ugh the te le gram did not sta te what kind of se lec tion was in qu e-
sti on, it pro bably re fer red to the fil ling of the va cant te ac hing po si ti ons 
of Kar lov ci Se mi nary. It se ems that the Mi ni stry of Re li gion was pres-
sing the Kar lov ci Se mi nary to ac cept the tran sfor ma tion to the fa culty 
of Ort ho dox the o logy in Za greb. Ho we ver, the Kar lov ci Se mi nary did not 
sha re the ir opi nion. Fa ced with the lack of te ac hing staff in the Kar lov ci 
Se mi nary, and ob vi o usly com pel led by the Mi ni stry of Re li gion, the Holy 
Synod of Bis hops of the Me tro po li ta na te of Kar lov ci in mid Ju ne 1920 
tried to find a com pro mi se. The Synod de ci ded that “the Ser bian Ort ho-
dox Se mi nary in Srem ski Kar lov ci ne eds to be ra i sed to the le vel of the 
fa culty and ha ve the right to grant sci en ti fic de gre es, but only if it was 
pos si ble to pre ser ve its car di nal rights in re la tion to the sa me in sti tu tion.” 
Synod ap po in ted Bis hop Ila rion Ze rem ski to “start ne go ti a ti ons with the 
re le vant aut ho ri ti es.” If the re we re no re sults by Sep tem ber 1st, 1920, the 
Mtro po li ta na te of Kar lov ci wo uld fill the te ac hing po si ti ons by it self.16

The Mi ni stry of Re li gion did not gi ve up and on Ju ne 22nd, 1920 they 
sent a let ter to the Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion, sug ge sting on ce mo re the tran-
sfor ma tion of the Kar lov ci Se mi nary to the fa culty of Ort ho dox the o logy 
in Za greb.17 Du ring the cor re spon den ce in Ju ne and by the end of 1920, 
the mi ni stri es we re held by two de moc rats: Mi ni ster of Re li gion Pa vle 
Ma rin ko vić and Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion Sve to zar Pri bi će vić.18 Du ring the-
ir term, the idea was par ti ally re a li zed. The Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox 
The o logy of the Uni ver sity of Za greb was esta blis hed by a royal dec ree 
of August 27th, 192019 which was pu blis hed in the Of fi cial Ga zet te on Sep-
tem ber 5th, 1920.20 The Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy in Za greb 
was not esta blis hed as a suc ces sor of the Kar lov ci Se mi nary. The Synod of 

15 AJ, Mi ni stry of Re li gion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 69, Fol der 19, V. br 
5135, 10. jun 1920. – The Chi ef of the Ort ho dox De part ment of the Mi ni stry of Re li gion 
Vla dan Mak si mo vić to Vi car Bis hop of Kar lov ci Ila rion Ze rem ski.

16 AJ, Mi ni stry of Re li gion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 69, Fol der 19. – De-
ci sion of the Holy Synod of the Me tro po li ta na te of Kar lov ci fi led on Ju ne 1/14 1920 
un der Br. 17.71–1920, was re ce i ved in the Mi ni stry of Re li gion on Ju ne 22, 1920 and 
fi led un der V. br. 5660.

17 AJ, Mi ni stry of Re li gion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 69, Fol der 19, V. br. 
5660, 22. jun 1920. – Mi ni ster of Re li gion to the Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion.

18 Vla de Sr bi je, Be o grad 2005, 285–289.
19 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. 

– Dec ree of the King Alek san dar Ka ra đor đe vić on abo lis hing the Fa culty of Eastern Ort-
ho dox The o logy in Za greb, da ted April 26th, 1924. The Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion sent a copy 
of the Dec ree to ot her com pe tent aut ho ri ti es and in sti tu ti ons on May 2nd and 3rd, 1924 
un der P. br. 3749/924.

20 Slu žbe ne no vi ne Kra lje vi ne Sr ba, Hr va ta i Slo ve na ca, 5. sep tem bar 1920.
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the Me tro po li ta na te of Kar lov ci did not gi ve its con sent to the tran sfer to 
which the part of the De moc ra tic Party de vo ted so much ef fort.

Sin ce the Kar lov ci Se mi nary did not agree to be tran sfor med to the 
fa culty of Ort ho dox the o logy in Za greb, by the royal dec ree of Sep tem ber 
12th, 1920 it was obli ged to su spend re gu lar clas ses. Mi ni ster Ma rin ko-
vić tho ught that the Kar lov ci pro fes sors, who lost the ir jobs by the dec-
ree, sho uld be em ployed at the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy 
in Za greb. On Sep tem ber 21st, 1920 due to the new cir cum stan ces, the 
Synod of the Me tro po li ta na te of Kar lov ci was prac ti cally for ced to of fer 
its te ac hing staff to the Pro vin cial Go vern ment in Za greb for the po si ti-
ons of full-ti me pro fes sors at the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy in Za-
greb: Ar chi man dri te Dr Vi ken ti je Vu jić for the ca non law, pro to presbyter 
Vla dan Mak si mo vić for mo ral the o logy, pro to presbyter Ni ko la Đu rić for 
dog ma tics, pro to presbyter Di mi tri je Ste fa no vić for the New Te sta ment, 
presbyter Dr La zar Mir ko vić for li turgy and pro to presbyter Jo van Vuč ko-
vić for pa sto ral the o logy. Mi ni sters of Re li gion and Edu ca tion we re asked 
to “en su re at le ast as much right to the Ser bian Ort ho dox Church to wards 
this fa culty, as the Ro man Cat ho lic Church has to wards the Ro man Cat-
ho lic Fa culty. For this pur po se, the mem bers of the fa culty “nuc le us” we-
re in struc ted to or ga ni ze the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy in agre e ment 
with epi sco pa te of the Ser bian Ort ho dox Church.”21

Three years la ter (1923) Mak si mo vić ex pla i ned that the abo lis hing of 
the Kar lov ci Se mi nary was sup po sed to ena ble the Fa culty of Eastern Ort-
ho dox The o logy in Za greb to start wor king. He cla i med that in 1920, he 
and Bis hop Ila rion Ze rem ski sug ge sted to the Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion and 
Ac ting Mi ni ster of Re li gion Sve to zar Pri bi će vić to “work on the esta blis-
hment of the fa culty of Ort ho dox the o logy in Za greb.” Then, Pri bi će vić 
“or de red” Mak si mo vić “as the Ac ting Chi ef of the Mi ni stry of Re li gion, to 
Draft a pro po sal for the Co un cil of Mi ni sters on the esta blis hment of the 
fa culty.” The pro po sal was ma de in the na me of Pri bi će vić and it was abo-
ut ra i sing the Kar lov ci Se mi nary to the le vel of the fa culty of Ort ho dox 
the o logy of the Uni ver sity of Za greb, which was sup por ted by the Pro vin-
cial Go vern ment of Cro a tia and Sla vo nia in 1919. Pri bi će vić’s pro po sal, 
Draf ted by Mak si mo vić, said: “Se mi nary stu dents, be ing gymna si um gra-
du a tes, and ha ving no op por tu nity to ac qu i re a uni ver sity de gree at the 
Se mi nary, star ted le a ving it. To day, in all fo ur years of Se mi nary the re are 

21 AJ, Mi ni stry of Re li gion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 69, Fol der 19. – Let ter 
of the Holy Synod of Bis hops of the Me tro po li ta na te of Kar lov ci to the Mi ni ster of Re li-
gion da ted Sep tem ber 8/21, 1920, fi led un der Br. 135 and 155/120–1920; – The exams for 
the re ma i ning stu dents of the Kar lov ci Se mi nary we re held till1922. Mo re on that: Ni ko la 
Ga vri lo vić, Kar lo vač ka bo go slo vi ja (1794–1920), Srem ski Kar lov ci 1984, 101.
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only 15 stu dents, which is 1/7 of a pre scri bed num ber...” It was ad ded that 
“ir ra ti o nal spen ding” for this se mi nary “sho uld be re du ced and our the o-
lo gi cal youth al lo wed to ac qu i re uni ver sity de gre es with less ex pen di tu re, 
which co uld be ac com plis hed by tran sfer ring the Kar lov ci Se mi nary as 
the fa culty of Ort ho dox the o logy to Za greb.” “In the cir cles of Me tro po li-
ta na te of Kar lov ci, the esta blis hment of the fa culty of Ort ho dox the o logy 
at the Uni ver sity of Za greb was de e med to be mo re than ne ces sary; in ter-
nal sta te, re li gi o us, edu ca ti o nal and na ti o nal po licy ca te go ri cally de man-
ded the esta blis hment of an Ort ho dox edu ca ti o nal and re li gi o us cen tre in 
Za greb, which wo uld not be just a hig her school but wo uld ser ve a gre a ter 
pur po se of na ti o nal uni fi ca tion and re li gi o us con ver gen ce.” Mak si mo vić 
(i.e. Pri bi će vić) sug ge sted that, in ca se of a fa vo u ra ble out co me, St. Sa va 
Se mi nary in Bel gra de sho uld be mo ved to Srem ski Kar lov ci or Kar lov ci 
bo ar ding school be mo ved to the Kar lov ci Se mi nary bu il ding. The bu il-
ding wo uld be sold to the sta te and this mo ney wo uld be used to bu ild a 
bo ar ding school in Za greb. This was the con clu sion of the pro po sal abo ut 
which Mak si mo vić said: “The Co un cil of Mi ni sters has partly adop ted this 
pro po sal and by a re ally high royal dec ree esta blis hed the fa culty of the-
o logy in Za greb, and mo ved St. Sa va Se mi nary from Bel gra de to Srem ski 
Kar lov ci. As soon as the fa culty in Za greb was esta blis hed, all stu dents of 
the Kar lov ci Se mi nary we re en rol led at this fa culty.”22

When the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy was esta blis hed 
three full pro fes sors had al ready been ap po in ted: Vla dan Mak si mo vić, 
Ni ko la Đu rić and Di mi tri je Ste fa no vić. Mak si mo vić be ca me the first 
dean and to get her with the abo ve men ti o ned col le a gu es ma de the ru les 
of pro ce du re and re gu la tion of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o-
logy, which was ve ri fied by the Pro vin cial Go vern ment of Cro a tia and 
Sla vo nia.23 Mak si mo vić was di smis sed from the po si tion of Ac ting Chi ef 
of the Ort ho dox De part ment of the Mi ni stry of Re li gion on Ja nu ary 5th, 
1921.24 On April 16th, 1921 the Com mis sion for edu ca tion and re li gion 
in Cro a tia and Sla vo nia pu blis hed a tem po rary sta tu te of the Fa culty of 
Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy.25

22 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 
Pro me mo ria.

23 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 
The re port of the Dean’s Of fi ce of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy to the Mi ni-
stry of Edu ca tion fi led on April 18, 1922 un der Br. 98.

24 AJ, Mi ni stry of Re li gion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 69, Fol der 42, 5. ja nu-
ar 1921, V. Br. 135. – De ci sion of the re pre sen ta ti ve of the Mi ni ster of Re li gion was fi led 
as a do cu ment of the Ort ho dox De part ment of the Mi ni stry of Re li gion

25 Sve u či li šte Kra lje vi ne Sr ba, Hr va ta i Slo ve na ca u Za gre bu 1874–1924: Spo me ni ca Aka
de mič kog se na ta, Za greb 1925, 71.
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Ho we ver, the cir cum stan ces we re qu i te de pen dent on the si tu a tion 
at the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy in Bel gra de and its im pact. In the 
sum mer of 1921, The Jo ur nal of the Ser bian Ort ho dox Church pu blis hed 
the fact that du ring 1920/21 only eight te ac hers ga ve lec tu res to the first 
year stu dents at the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy in Bel gra de, which 
was yet to be de ve lo ped over the years. The te ac hing staff was sup po sed 
to in cre a se to esta blish re gu lar clas ses for all fo ur years. The Jo ur nal of 
the Ser bian Church al so pu blis hed the fol lo wing: “In ca se that the fa culty 
of Ort ho dox the o logy is not ope ned at the be gin ning of the next school 
year at the Uni ver sity of Za greb, the te ac hing po si ti ons at the fa culty of 
Bel gra de fa culty will be fil led im me di a tely and in the next school year, 
the lec tu res will be held for the stu dents of all fo ur years...”26 On Ju ne 
24th, 1921 the Co un cil of the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy in Bel gra de 
de ci ded, due to the ex pec ted, and pro bably ine vi ta ble, abo li tion of the Fa-
culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy, to an no un ce a com pe ti tion to fill the 
te ac hing po si ti ons and ena ble the te ac hing of “all su bjects” in the school 
year 1921/22.27 In Bel gra de cir cles it was that tho ught that the Fa culty of 
Ort ho dox The o logy co uld ha ve the full sco pe of work only if the Fa culty 
of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy in Za greb was abo lis hed.

Dis pu te bet we en the Mi ni stry of Fi nan ce  
and the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy

Du ring 1920 and 1921, “de spi te all ef forts, the Dean’s Of fi ce [of the 
Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy] was una ble to find the ap pro pri-
a te lo ca tion for the fa culty or a sin gle ro om for its of fi ce. That is why the 
Dean, not ha ving the apart ment of his own, was of ten seen sor ting out the 
of fi cial do cu ments at the ta vern.” To sol ve the ac com mo da tion is sue, on 
Ja nu ary 20th, 1921 the Dean’s Of fi ce of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox 
The o logy sent the first pro po sal to the Com mis sion for edu ca tion and re-
li gion in Cro a tia and Sla vo nia, to buy land in Vla ška Stre et in Za greb for 
the con struc tion of a fa culty bu il ding and a stu dent dor mi tory. Then on 
Sep tem ber 29th, 1921 anot her, mo re ur gent pro po sal was sent to the Com-
mis sion sta ting that in ad di tion to the fa culty and dor mi tory, the fu tu re 
Ser bian Di o ce se sho uld al so be bu ild. On the sa me day, the Dean’s Of fi ce 

26 “Na ša du hov na pro sve ta u ovoj škol skoj go di ni”, Ve snik Srp ske cr kve, ju li–av-
gust 1921, 377.

27 APBF, Tran scripts from the ses si ons of the Co un cil of the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The-
o logy held on Ju ne 24th, 1921.
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sent the pro po sal to the Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion and Mi ni stry of Re li gion of 
the King dom of Serbs, Cro ats and Slo ve nes.28 On Oc to ber 21st, 1921 the 
Com mis sion for edu ca tion and re li gion in Cro a tia and Sla vo nia re qu e sted 
from the Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion and Mi ni stry of Re li gion to pro vi de a loan 
for the con struc tion of the bu il ding of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox 
The o logy.29 At the end of 1921, the Mi ni stry of Re li gion asked the Mi ni-
stry of Edu ca tion whet her it ma de a de ci sion the reon.30 On the back of the 
let ter from the Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion the re was a no te saying: “To wa it 
un til it is re sol ved whet her the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy will stay in 
Za greb, or not.”31 In Oc to ber 1922 the Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion Sve to zar Pri-
bi će vić asked the Mi ni ster of Fi nan ce Ko sta Ku ma nu di, his party col le a-
gue, to ap pro ve a loan for the pur cha se of the land on which the bu il dings 
of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy wo uld be bu ilt. The Mi ni ster 
of Fi nan ce re jec ted this pro po sal stra ig hta way.32

The se we re not the only fi nan cial pro blems that thre a te ned the sur-
vi val of the fa culty. In mid-Ja nu ary 1922, vi ce dean Vla dan Mak si mo vić 
wro te to the Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion that “sin ce the esta blis hment of the 
fa culty of Ort ho dox the o logy in Za greb till to day the lo ans for per so nal 
and ma te rial costs for this fa culty ha ve not been ap pro ved. The Pro vin-
cial Go vern ment used lo ans to co ver the costs whi le wa i ting for the cre-
dit ap pro val. This si tu a tion co uld no lon ger be su sta i ned and Pro vin cial 

28 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 
Let ter of the Dean’s Of fi ce of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy to the Com mis-
sion for Edu ca tion and Re li gion in Cro a tia and Sla vo nia fi led on Sep tem ber 29th, 1921 
un der Br. 122.

29 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 
Let ter of the Com mis sion for Edu ca tion and Re li gion in Cro a tia and Sla vo nia to the Mi ni-
stry of Re li gion fi led on Oc to ber 21st, 1921 un der Br. 43.162–1921.

30 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – Let-
ter of the Mi ni stry of Re li gion to the Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion fi led on De cem ber 22nd, 1921.

31 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 
The no te was writ ten so me ti me bet we en De cem ber 26th, 1921 and March 4th, 1922. Be si de 
the se two da tes, the do cu ment has co u ple of re gi stry num bers and it is not cle ar which 
one re fers to this no te.

32 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175, 10. 
ok to bar 1922. – Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion to the Mi ni stry of Fi nan ce who re plied on Oc to-
ber 18th, 1922; – Ko sta Ku ma nu di (Bel gra de, 1874 – Bel gra de, 1962) re ce i ved his PhD 
de gree from the Fa culty of Law in Pa ris. He ta ught at the Fa culty of Law in Bel gra de. 
In the King dom of Ser bia, he was the mem ber of the In de pen dent Ra di cal Party. Re fe-
ren ce: En ci klo pe di ja srp skog na ro da, Be o grad 2008, 563; – In the King dom of the Serbs, 
Cro ats and Slo ve nes he was the mem ber of the De moc ra tic Party du ring 1921 and 1922, 
the Mi ni ster of Fi nan ce, and the Mi ni ster of In ter i or for a very short pe rod of ti me. Re-
fe ren ce: Vla de Sr bi je, 290–294; He was the Mayor of Bel gra de from August 22nd, 1926 to 
Fe bru ary 18th, 1929.
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Go vern ment might even su spend the payments to the pro fes sors of the 
fa culty un til the bud get for the year 1922 is adop ted. That wo uld bring 
in to qu e sti on the sur vi val of the fa culty which we need for cul tu ral, edu-
ca ti o nal and na ti o nal re a sons”. Mak si mo vić wro te to the Mi ni stry of Edu-
ca tion to ask the Yugo slav go vern ment and the Mi ni ster of Fi nan ce to 
ap pro ve “a spe cial loan” for “co ve ring per so nal and ma te rial ex pen ses of 
this fa culty for the pe riod from Oc to ber 1921 un til the bud get for the year 
1922 was adop ted”. That mo ney “wo uld co ver cur rent ex pen ses and al low 
the ap po int ment of elec ted te ac hers wit ho ut whom the fa culty co uld not 
start wor king.”33 Pri bi će vić asked Ku ma nu di to me et this “re a so na ble re-
qu est” of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy.34 Ku ma nu di re plied: 
“Re gar ding your re qu est, it is my ho no ur to in form you that it can not 
be ap pro ved be ca u se, on the one hand, the cur rent fi nan cial si tu a tion 
in the sta te do es not al low for it; on the ot her hand, the re is a very small 
pro ba bi lity that the Na ti o nal As sembly, when di scus sing the bud get for 
the year 1922, will ap pro ve the loan for the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox 
The o logy in Za greb. In that ca se, the fa culty wo uld ha ve to be un con di-
ti o nally clo sed down.”35 In la te Ja nu ary 1922, the Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion 
in for med the Com mis sion for edu ca tion and re li gion that due to the fi-
nan cial si tu a tion in the co un try the loan for the Fa culty of Eastern Ort-
ho dox The o logy wo uld not be gran ted, but did not men tion the pos si bi lity 
of clo sing down the fa culty.36

As we can see, in 1922 it was cle ar that the Fa culty of Eastern Ort-
ho dox The o logy wo uld not sur vi ve. Fi nan cial pro blems the fa culty was 
fa ced with, re ac hed a le vel of real con tro versy in the fall of 1922. In 
March 1923, re mem be ring the events of last fall, Vla dan Mak si mo vić 
wro te that the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy re ce i ved an “oral 
re port sig ned by the then Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion Mr Pri bi će vić and Mi-
ni ster of Fi nan ce Mr Ku ma nu di that the bud get for 1922/1923 pro vi ded 
lo ans for 5 pro fes sors of this Fa culty. Pro fes sor of the Fa culty of Me di-
ci ne Sme tan ka, who was pre sent at the ses sion of the fi nan ce com mit tee 

33 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 
Let ter of the Vi ce Dean of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy to the Mi ni ster of 
Edu ca tion fi led on Ja nu ary 17th, 1922 un der Br. 23.

34 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175, 17. 
ja nu ar 1922, V. N. Br. 205. – Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion to the Mi ni ster of Fi nan ce.

35 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 
Let ter of the Mi ni ster of Fi nan ce to the Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion fi led on Ja nu ary 25th, 1922 
un der D. R. Br. 8276.

36 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175, 
30. ja nu ar 1922, V. N. Br. 393. – Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion to the Com mis sion for Edu ca tion 
and Re li gion.
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at which this is sue of lo ans for the fa culty was re sol ved, said to the un-
der sig ned, that the loan for fi ve pro fes sors of the fa culty was ap pro ved 
at the pro po sal of Dr Vo ji slav Ja njić, Sec re tary of the Na ti o nal As sembly 
on the ba sis of his re port that the le gi sla ti ve com mit tee of the Na ti o-
nal As sembly va li da ted the High Royal Dec ree on the esta blis hment of 
the fa culty of Ort ho dox the o logy in Za greb. Ho we ver, when the Dean’s 
Of fi ce ra i sed the qu e sti on of the ap po int ment of pro fes sors be fo re the 
Pro vin cial Go vern ment in Za greb, it was fo und that the en try ‘Fa culty 
of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy’ was mi sta kenly omit ted in a prin ted 
copy of the bud get for the year 1922/1923 and be lon ging po si ti ons we re 
partly en te red un der the ‘Cat ho lic Fa culty’, and partly un der ‘Fa culty 
of Fo re stry’. On that oc ca sion, the Dean’s Of fi ce sent the re qu est to the 
Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion to cor rect this mi sta ke in the bud get...”37

In the pre vi o usly men ti o ned re qu est of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho-
dox The o logy sent to Sve to zar Pri bi će vić on Oc to ber 4th, 1922 the Dean’s 
Of fi ce po in ted to “a car di nal mi sta ke” in the bud get of the Mi ni stry of 
Edu ca tion be ca u se the amo unt of mo ney ap pro ved for the sa la ri es of two 
te ac hers of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy we re ad ded to the 
Fa culty of Ro man Cat ho lic The o logy, and the sa la ri es of three mo re te ac-
hers to the Fa culty of Fo re stry. It furt her said: “It is our ho no ur to send 
you a rec ti fied copy of the chap ter and the en try, which is ob ta i ned from 
the De part ment of edu ca tion and re li gion in Za greb, and which is Draf ted 
ac cor ding to the no tes of a ban advi ser Dr Za jić who was pre sent at the 
ses sion of the fi nan ce com mit tee, when the fi nal re dac tion of this chap-
ter and en try was do ne.” “Mr Mi ni ster, re por ting on this mi sta ke, which 
can be cru cial for the sur vi val of the fa culty, the Dean’s Of fi ce asks you, 
Mr Mi ni ster, most po li tely to ta ke ur gent and ener ge tic steps with the 
com pe tent aut ho ri ti es to im me di a tely cor rect this mi sta ke. And for the 
pur po se of mo re re spon si ble be ha vi o ur re gar ding im por tant things such 
as bud get, you sho uld re qu est Mr Mi ni ster of Fi nan ce, to find and pu nish 
the gu ilty, who with his ne gli gen ce and ca re les sness thre a te ned the sur-
vi val of one of the edu ca ti o nal in sti tu tes, which was cre a ted for the ne eds 
of our edu ca tion po licy, which was en tru sted to you, Mr Mi ni ster.” The 
re qu est con clu ded that it was “abo ut ti me this fa culty sho uld be put on a 
so lid gro und, and thus ce a se to be a la ug hing stock of its op po nents, who 
pro bably we re tho se who ma de the mi sta ke.”38

37 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 
Pro me mo ria.

38 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 
“Re qu est for the cor rec tion of the mi sta ke in the bud get for the year 1922/1923”, sent 
by the Dean’s Of fi ce of the Fa culty of the Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy to the Mi ni stry of 
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It se ems that Ku ma nu di was in ten ti o nally ob struc ting the Fa culty of 
Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy. The Ser bian wing of the De moc ra tic Party to 
which he be lon ged was in a po li ti cal con flict with the Pre ča ni wing of Sve-
to zar Pri bi će vić over the Cro a tian is sue and sta te or ga ni za tion. Da vi do vić’s 
De moc rats wis hed for a re li ef in Ser bo-Cro at re la ti ons thro ugh con ces si ons 
to Cro ats and re duc tion of cen tra lism.39 The Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox 
The o logy was pro bably seen as a use ful tool of Pri bi će vić’s pres su re. Ku ma-
nu di as a pro fes sor of the Uni ver sity of Bel gra de might ha ve al so wis hed for 
the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy to stop wor king, thus ena bling 
the strengthe ning of the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy in Bel gra de.

The strug gle for the sur vi vor of the Fa culty of Eastern  
Ort ho dox The o logy, its pro fes sors and stu dents

The work of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy was mostly 
do cu men ted by the Dean and Vi ce Dean of this Fa culty Vla dan Mak si-
mo vić. On the ba sis of his re ports to the Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion, we can 

Edu ca tion on Oc to ber 4th, un der Br. 171.
39 Bra ni slav Gli go ri je vić, De mo krat ska stran ka i po li tič ki od no si u Kra lje vi ni Sr ba, Hr va

ta i Slo ve na ca, Be o grad 1970, 247–266; Bra ni slav Gli go ri je vić, Par la ment i po li tič ke stran ke 
i Ju go sla vi ji (1919–1929), Be o grad 1979, 75, 279–284; – In Sep tem ber 1920, the re was a 
re bel lion of Cro a tian pe a sants “ca u sed by me a su res of the cen tral go vern ment in Bel gra de 
in con nec tion with the bran ding of cat tle and Ra dic’s sub ver si ve agi ta tion.” The re bel lion 
of Cro a tian pe a sants bro ught to get her Pa šić’s ra di cals and Pri bi ce vić’s de moc rats. Ho we-
ver, the Cro a tian Com mu nity, due to the vi o lent sup pres sion of the re bel lion drif ted from 
the po licy of the two lar gest Yugo slav Par ti es (Đor đe Đ. Stan ko vić, Ni ko la Pa šić i Hr va ti, 
Be o grad 1995, 95), that ma de the Yugo slav go vern ment with Slo ve nian Pe o ple’s Party 
and in de pen dent in di vi du als li ke An te Trum bi ća (Vla de Sr bi je, 288–289); The re are opi-
ni ons that af ter re bel lion it be ca me cle ar that “Cro ats can not ac cept the King dom of SHS 
as the ir own sta te” and that la ter on they ac cep ted Stje pan Ra dić as a na ti o nal le a der. At 
the elec ti ons for the Con sti tu ent As sembly of the King dom of Serbs, Cro ats and Slo ve nes 
held on No vem ber 28th, 1920. Ra dić’s Cro a tian Pe a sant Party be ca me the stron gest Cro-
a tian party, fo urth stron gest inYugo sla via (Ivo Pe rić, Stje pan Ra dić 1871–1928, Za greb 
2003, 319, 324); Du ring 1921 the Cro a tion qu e sti on be ca me in cre a singly po pu lar. At the 
elec tion for the As sembly of the City of Za greb, Cro a tian Bloc (Cro a tian Pe a sant Party, 
Cro a tian Com mu nity, Cro a tian Party of Rights) led by Stje pan Ra dić de alt a se ri o us blow 
to Ser bian and Yugo slav po li tics in Cro a tia. Bloc won a landsli de vic tory at the elac ti ons 
held in Za greb on De cem ber 11th, 1921. (Ivo Pe rić, op. cit., 356); Du ring 1922 the re la ti-
ons bet we en Ser bian wing and Pre ča ni wing of the De moc ra tic Party wor se ned. Pri bi će vić 
sup por ted ra di cal po licy of cen tra lism, and Da vi do vić con si de red that Yugo slav cir cum-
stan ces and Ser bo-Cro at dis pu te sho uld be re sol ved thro ugh con ces si ons to Cro ats by Hr-
va ti ma and re duc tion of cen tra lism. (Đor đe Đ. Stan ko vić, op. cit., 190–191).
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re con struct the ef forts in ve sted in te ac hers’ ap po int ment and stu dents’ 
en rol ment, and bring the story abo ut this fa culty to a clo su re.

We ha ve al ready seen that on the oc ca sion of the esta blis hment of 
the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy, three full pro fes sors we re 
ap po in ted: Dean Vla dan Mak si mo vić, Ni ko la Đu rić and Di mi tri je Ste fa-
no vić. They for med the Co un cil of Pro fes sors which at the be gin ning of 
the aca de mic 1921/22 elec ted new te ac hers: se ven full pro fes sors, two 
as so ci a te pro fes sors and fo ur do cents. Newly elec ted te ac hers we re pro-
po sed for “ap po int ment by dec ree” to the Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion40 It was 
of fi ci ally do ne by the Pro vin cial go vern ment of Cro a tia and Sla vo nia, 
which on No vem ber 7th, 1921 sug ge sted full pro fes sors of the Fa culty of 
Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy: Dr Vi ken ti je Vu jić for ca non law, Dr Da ne 
Tr bo je vić for pe da gogy and met ho do logy of re li gi o us stu di es, Dr La zar 
Mir ko vić for Li tur gics with church ar cha e o logy and church rhe to ric, 
and Dr Sve to mir Ri stić for phi lo sophy. Sug ge sted as so ci a te pro fes sors 
we re: Dr Si meon Po po vić who was sup po sed to te ach apo lo ge tics and hi-
story of re li gion, and Dr Mi lan Ge or gi je vić for Church Sla vo nic and Gre-
ek.41 Ho we ver, due to the de lay in the ap pro val of the sta te bud get for 
1922, the ap po int ment was al so de layed. In Ja nu ary 1922 Di mi tri je Ste-
fa no vić was ap po in ted pro fes sor of the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy 
in Bel gra de, alt ho ugh he was the Dean of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho-
dox The o logy in Za greb in the aca de mic year 1921/22. Mak si mo vić said 
that Ste fa no vić did not in form his two col le a gu es from the Fa culty of 
Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy or the Uni ver sity of Za greb abo ut his ap po-
int ment. Mak si mo vić tho ught Ste fa no vić’s “dis loyal act” was a “se ri o us 
blow” to the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy. The re fo re, only two 
pro fes sors re ma i ned – Mak si mo vić and Đu rić. Three-mem ber Co un cil 
of Pro fes sors thus ce a sed to exist. Re gu lar clas ses we re not held.42

40 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 
The re port of he Dean’s Of fi ce of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy to the Mi ni-
stry of Edu ca tion fi led on April 18, 1922 un der Br. 98.

41 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 
Let ter of the Pro vin cial Go vern ment of Cro a tia and Sla vo nia, De part ment for Edu ca tion 
and Re li gion, fi led on August 29th, 1922 un der Br. 34.171–1922, to the Dean’s Of fi ce of 
the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy.

42 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. 
– The re port of the Dean’s Of fi ce of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy to the 
Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion fi led on April 18, 1922 un der Br. 98.– Di mi tri je Ste fa no vić (Pa ši-
će vo, Bač ka, 1882 – Bel gra de, 1945), gra du a ted from the Kar lov ci Se mi nary and Fa culty 
of Ort ho dox The o logy in Cher novtsy whe re he re ce i ved his PhD de gree. He ta ught New 
Te sta ment at the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy. Re fe ren ce: Bo go slov ski fa kul tet Srp ske pra
vo slav ne cr kve 1920–1980, 165–166.
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This was not the end of tro u bles. Af ter all, the bud get for the aca de-
mic year 1922/23 hardly ena bled the ap po int ment of two new pro fes sors 
at the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy. Thus, on Oc to ber 4th, 1922 
Vi ken ti je Vu jić and La zar Mir ko vić we re ap po in ted re gu lar pro fes sors by 
a royal dec ree, but they re fu sed to lec tu re at the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho-
dox The o logy.43 De spi te bud ge tary con stra ints, Mi lan Ge or gi je vić was ap-
po in ted as so ci a te pro fes sor at the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy.44 
On De cem ber 2nd 1922 Vu jić re por ted to the Uni ver sity of Za greb that he 
was so rry he co uld not ac cept the ap po int ment to the Fa culty of Eastern 
Ort ho dox The o logy.45 On De cem ber 7th, 1922 Mir ko vić in for med the Fa-
culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy in Za greb that he “ga ve his word” to 
the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy in Bel gra de and the reby ex pla i ned: “... 
I ga ve my word when, a year af ter the elec tion day at the Aca de mic Se na-
te, my dec ree for Za greb was not is sued. So, I tho ught it wo uld ne ver be 
is sued.”46 Both pro fes sors re tur ned dec re es on the ir ap po int ment, and the 
Dean’s Of fi ce of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy in for med the 
Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion that “they co uld not un der stand why they re tur ned 
the dec re es on the ap po int ment be ca u se they pre vi o usly agreed to the ap-
po int ment.” The Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy in vi ted them on ce 
mo re to ta ke the ir po si ti ons, and then asked the Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion to 
call the se two pro fes sors to ac cept the ir ap po int ments. If not, the Dean’s 
Of fi ce asked for the ap po int ment of two ot her pro fes sors. The sa me let ter 
said that ne it her Ila rion Ze rem ski wan ted to be a pro fes sor at the Fa culty 
of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy in Za greb. Thus, can di da tes for two new 
ap po int ments we re for the po si tion of full pro fes sors Dr Vo ji slav Ja nić for 
the New Te sta ment, Dr Da ne Tr bo je vić for pe da gogy and met ho do logy of 
re li gi o us stu di es, Dr Sve to mir Ri stić for phi lo sophy, and for the po si tion 
of an as so ci a te pro fes sor Si meon Po po vić for apo lo ge tics and hi story of 

43 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 
Let ter of the Dean’s Of fi ce of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy to the Mi ni stry of 
Edu ca tion fi led on De cem ber 22nd, 1922 un der Br. 236.

44 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – Let-
ter of the Pro vin cial Go vern ment of Cro a tia and Sla vo nia, De part ment for Edu ca tion and 
Re li gion to the Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion fi led on March 10th, 1923 un der Br. 10.464–1923.

45 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – Let-
ter of Vi ken ti je Vu jić to the fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy of De cem ber 7th, 1922.

46 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 
Let ter of La zar Mir ko vić To the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy da ted De cem ber 
7th, 1922; – La zar Mir ko vić (Piv ni ce, Bač ka, 1885 – Srem ski Kar lov ci, 1968), gra du a ted 
from the Gymna si um of Kar lov ci, Kar lov ci Se mi nary and The fa culty of Ort ho dox The-
o logy in Cher novtsy whe re he ac qu i red a PhD de gree. He ta ught Li tur gics at the Fa culty 
of Ort ho dox The o logy in Bel gra de. Re fe ren ce: Bo go slov ski fa kul tet Srp ske pra vo slav ne cr kve 
1920–1980, Be o grad 1980, 109–111.
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re li gion. The Dean’s Of fi ce of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy 
asked the Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion to cho o se two can di da tes.47 In Ja nu ary 
1923, the new Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion and mem ber of the Ra di cal Party, 
Mi loš Tri fu no vić, ac cep ted the de ci si ons of Vu jić and Mir ko vić not to ac-
cept the te ac hing po si ti ons in Za greb and in for med the newly ap po in ted 
Mi ni ster of Re li gion and a party col le a gue Lju bo mir Jo va no vić the re of.48

The re fo re, in 1923 the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy had 
three ap po in ted pro fes sors: Mak si mo vić, Đu rić and Ge or gi je vić. Una-
ble to find ac com mo da tion in Za greb, Ge or gi je vić did not start te ac hing 
be fo re March 1923.49 It is al so pos si ble that du ring 1923 the fo ur pro-
fes sors that tho ught at the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy we re 
three Serbs and one Cro at.50

The lec tu res at the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy did not start 
be fo re March 1923.51 Alt ho ugh it se ems that the lec tu res we re la ter held 
in a re du ced form. First, we need to lo ok back in or der to be co me awa re 
of the struc tu re of stu dents of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy.

Du ring 1921/22 Mak si mo vić „to ok upon him self to gu i de the first 
year stu dents who li ved in Za greb in a com mon ro om of a bar racks. He 
di rec ted them to work in de pen dently at ho me, in the uni ver sity li brary, 
and ma na ged the ir se mi nar work in di sci pli nes that we re ta ught in the 
first year. For ced by cir cum stan ces... Stu dents had to work in the li brary 
and se mi nar ro om”. The re we re 46 stu dents who we re ad mit ted in that 
school year: 28 stu dents of the first year, 2 stu dents of the se cond year, 
6 stu dents of the third year and 10 stu dents of the fo urth year. Be si des 
them, 23 can di da tes ap plied for ad mis sion, “and wo uld be ad mit ted for-
mally as soon as the lec tu res be gan, be ca u se they co uld not co me to Za-

47 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 
Let ter of the Dean’s Of fi ce of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy to the Mi ni stry of 
Edu ca tion fi led on De cem ber 22nd, 1922 un der Br. 236.

48 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175, 1. 
ja nu ar 1923, P. Br 17. – Let ter of the Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion to the Mi ni stry of Re li gion; 
– Mi loš Tri fu no vić was the Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion in two Pa šić’s go vern ments from De-
cem ber 16th, 1922 to March 27th, 1924. He re pla ced Sve to za ra Pri bi će vi ća, who be ca me 
the Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion on ce mo re on March 27th, 1924. Mo re on Ser bian go vern-
ments see: Vla de Sr bi je, 293–301.

49 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – Let-
ter of the Pro vin cial Go vern ment of Cro a tia and Sla vo nia, De part ment for Edu ca tion and 
Re li gion to the Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion, fi led on March 10th, 1923 un der Br. 10.464–1923.

50 So fi ja Bo žić, op. cit., 669.
51 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 

Pro me mo ria; al so: Let ter of the Pro vin cial Go vern ment of Cro a tia and Sla vo nia, De part-
ment for Edu ca tion and Re li gion to the Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion, fi led on March 10th, 1923 
un der Br. 10.464–1923.
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greb ear li er due to fi nan cial re a sons. The news abo ut the pro po sal of the 
Com mit tee of Uni ver sity Pro fes sors to abo lish this fa culty spread pri va-
tely and thro ugh the press in tro du cing gre at deal of con fu sion among 
the stu dents... This was one of the main re a sons why stu dents he si ta ted 
to co me to Za greb and en rol at the fa culty.” In April 1922, the re was 
“a small num ber of stu dents in Za greb and the com mon ro om in the 
bar racks was ma inly oc cu pied by Rus sian re fu gee stu dents. They had a 
pla ce to li ve and, as stu dents, enjoyed a monthly sup port from the Sta-
te Com mis sion for Rus sian Re fu ge es in the amo unt of 400 di nars per 
month. In ca se they ce a sed to be stu dents of this fa culty, they wo uld 
lo se both ac com mo da tion and sup port.” Con si de ring the cir cum stan ces, 
the Dean’s Of fi ce of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy asked 
the Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion whet her to en rol the stu dents to the se cond 
se me ster of the school year 1921/22.52

On Fe bru ary 28th, 1923, the Rec tor of the Uni ver sity of Za greb in-
for med the Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion that 49 stu dents we re en rol led at the 
Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy.53 The August 1923 is sue of the 
Jo ur nal of the Ser bian Church pu blis hed an ar tic le re gar ding the work of 
the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy in the aca de mic year 1922/23. 
Ac cor ding to the ar tic le, 52 stu dents we re en rol led in the win ter se me-
ster and be ca u se of the re sig na ti ons of Vu jić and Mir ko vić lec tu res co uld 
not “start on ti me and on ce they star ted, the num ber of stu dents at the 
fa culty was re du ced to 28. The ot hers fled to ot her fa cul ti es in the fe ar 
of lo sing the se me ster. 11 out of the se 28 we re Ser bian and 17 Rus sian.” 
It was furt her said that the spring se me ster en rol led “30 stu dents – 13 
Serbs and 17 Rus si ans. 18 stu dents ap plied to ta ke exams and 12 of them 
de layed exams un til the autumn exam pe riod. Eight stu dents of the first 
year and eight stu dents of the fo urth year pas sed the exams, whe re as se
ven stu dents re ce i ved di plo mas” i.e. gra du a ted. That year, the Fa culty of 
Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy em ployed “two pro fes sors, two as so ci a te pro-
fes sors and one do cent. The clas ses in clu ded Dog ma tics, Et hics, Hi story 
of Re li gion, Phi lo sophy, Pe da gogy, So ci o logy, and Ma tri mo nial right.” It 
was con clu ded that new pro fes sors ne e ded to be ap po in ted and that the 
fa culty de ve lop ment was hin de red “by the ru mo urs abo ut abo lis hing, but 
that it wo uld cer ta inly be in the in te rest of the church and the pe o ple if 

52 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 
The re port of he Dean’s Of fi ce of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy to the Mi ni-
stry of Edu ca tion fi led on April 18, 1922 un der Br. 98.

53 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 161. – A 
let ter and a sta te ment of the Rec tor of the Uni ver sity of Za greb abo ut the stu dents en rol-
led at this Uni ver sity, sent to the Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion on Fe bru ary 28th, 1923.
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fa culty was ma in ta i ned and de ve lo ped, which is what we most sin ce rely 
wish for”. The school year en ded on July 18th, 1923.54

In 1925, the Me mo ri als of the Aca de mic Se na te of the Uni ver sity of 
Za greb pro vi ded no in for ma tion on whet her lec tu res we re held at the Fa-
culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy or not. Un li ke the Jo ur nal of Ser bian 
Church which re cor ded that the re we re 30 stu dents in the sum mer se me-
ster 1922/23, the Me mo ri als wro te that 26 stu dents we re en rol led at the 
Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy in that se me ster.55

By the abo ve men ti o ned ar tic le in the Jo ur nal of Ser bian Church, it 
might be con clu ded that the clas ses star ted to wards the end of the win ter 
se me ster, which at the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy in Za greb 
fi nis hed be fo re Easter56 aro und the end of March or early April 1923.57 
The Rec tor’s Of fi ce of Za greb Uni ver sity ex pec ted the Fa culty of Eastern 
Ort ho dox The o logy to start “fun cti o ning” du ring 1923 and plan ned the 
funds in the bud get for the school year 1923/24, for its “first fur nis hing” 
– the supply of fur ni tu re, tex tbo oks and li brary equ ip ment.58 It se ems 
that clas ses co uld not ha ve star ted be fo re mid-March 1923. Ho we ver, ar-
chi ves do not pro vi de any te sti mony on whet her the clas ses we re held 
and if they we re how it was do ne. Maybe we know the re gu lar pro fes sors 
(Mak si mo vić and Đu rić), but we do not know who was a do cent. Was Ge-
or gi je vić mi sta kenly re fer red to as a do cent and was it pro bably a pro fes-
sor of Cro a tian na ti o na lity? When it co mes to lec tu rers, they co uld be so-
me of elec ted pro fes sors who we re not ap po in ted by dec ree. The re co uld 
al so be so me ot hers. It se ems that exams we re le ast qu e sti o na ble sin ce 
they we re held in the sum mer se me ster of 1923. At this po int, we do not 
know which se ven stu dents gra du a ted and how many exams and su bjects 
from the Kar lov ci Se mi nary or so me Rus sian Spi ri tual Aca demy we re re-

54 “Hro ni ka. Sa pra vo slav no ga Bo go slov sko ga Fa kul te ta u Za gre bu”, Ve snik Srp ske cr
kve, mart–av gust 1923, 179; – Ac cor ding to Ni ko la Ga vri lo vić the is su an ce of “di plo mas” 
with the list of gra des and pro fes sors’ sig na tu res was the pro of of suc sessfully en ded stu-
di es. Mo re on that in: Ni ko la Ga vri lo vić, op. cit., 90.

55 Sve u či li šte Kra lje vi ne Sr ba, Hr va ta i Slo ve na ca u Za gre bu..., 71.
56 Da ta on the usual en ding of win ter se me ster at the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox 

The o logy in Za greb are con ta i ned in the tran scripts of the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy 
in Bel gra de, which con si de red the ap pli ca ti ons of two stu dents from Za greb to tran sfer to 
the Bel gra de Fa culty. On that see: APBF, Tran scripts from the Ses si ons of the Co un cil of 
the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy held on April 8th, 1922.

57 Ac cor ding to Bel gra de Po li ti ka’s tri ple is sue of 7, 8 and 9 April 1923 we can see 
that Ort ho dox Chri sti ans ce le bra ted Easter on April 8th, 1923 (ac cor ding to the Gre go-
rian ca len dar). Ac cor ding to Po li ti ka of April 1st, 1923 ot her Chri sti ans ce le bra ted Easter 
on that day.

58 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 164. – 
Ex pla na ti on of the bud get ba sics of the Uni ver sity of Za greb for the school year 1923–24.
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cog ni zed, but it se ems that the exams and su bjects from pre vi o us scho ols 
we re ma inly re cog ni zed ena bling stu dents to gra du a te mo re qu ickly.

The op po nents of the Fa culty of Eastern  
Ort ho dox The o logy and its abo li tion

In the Pro me mo ria of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy 
from March 1923, Mak si mo vić wro te abo ut the op po nents of this hig-
her school. He wro te that “the ru mo urs abo ut the fa culty we re unjust 
and un fo un ded.” He al so wro te: “For exam ple, so me op po nents of this 
fa culty ar gue that the esta blis hment of the fa culty met with the op po-
si tion in Za greb, be ca u se it was con si de red as a pro vo ca tion and the 
first sign of pro selyti zing of the Ort ho dox Church in the we stern part 
of our co un try. For my part, I can say that I ha ve no ti ced no re si stan ce: 
the Pro vin cial Go vern ment it self pro po sed the esta blis hment of this fa-
culty; pro fes sors of the fa culty of Ro man Cat ho lic the o logy re ce i ved us 
kindly and agreed that we need to work to get her on cul tu ral and re li gi-
o us rap proc he ment of the se two con fes si ons; so me of them we re mo re 
per so nally in vol ved in Bel gra de, e.g. Dr Zim mer man, for the ma in te-
nan ce of our fa culty in Za greb. The Aca de mic Se na te de ci ded by ma jo-
rity vo te, that the fa culty sho uld be re ta i ned. Only when Uni ver sity of 
Bel gra de and Bel gra de Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy ra i sed the qu e sti-
on abo ut whet her we ac tu ally ne e ded two the o lo gi cal fa cul ti es, so me of 
the pro fes sors ca me up with the opi nion that one Cat ho lic and one Ort-
ho dox fa culty of the o logy we re eno ugh and that Cat ho lic fa culty in Lju-
blja na and Ort ho dox fa culty in Bel gra de sho uld the re fo re be abo lis hed 
and that both Cat ho lic and Ort ho dox fa culty sho uld be kept to get her in 
Za greb.” Sin ce the new Draft of the Law on Uni ver sity left no ro om for 
the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy, Mak si mo vić said that “if this 
was adop ted, the re wo uld be two Cat ho lic fa cul ti es and only one Fa culty 
of Ort ho dox The o logy, alt ho ugh the num ber of Ort ho dox is no less than 
the num ber of Cat ho lics. If we ta ke in to ac co unt the fact that our stu-
dents in to day’s si tu a tion can not study in Rus sia, then the Fa culty of 
Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy in Za greb can not be re dun dant.”59

Hen ce, the two fa cul ti es of Ort ho dox the o logy plan ned to eli mi na te 
each ot her and they we re ap pa rently sup por ted by the ir uni ver si ti es. The 

59 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 
Pro me mo ria.
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Po si tion of the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy in Bel gra de was, ho we ver, 
much stron ger be ca u se it held lec tu res and exams on re gu lar ba sis. Mak-
si mo vić did not re a li ze that when he sug ge sted that, sin ce “the Draft of 
the Law on Uni ver sity did not al low the stu dents of the fa culty in Bel-
gra de, who fi nis hed St. Sa va Se mi nary to ta ke the ri go ro us exams and 
ac qu i re the de gree of the doc tor of the o logy,” the Fa culty of Ort ho dox 
The o logy in Bel gra de “sho uld be tran sfor med to a spi ri tual aca demy with 
a mis sion to edu ca te staff in the church fi eld, and the Fa culty in Za greb to 
edu ca te staff in the sci en ti fic and spi ri tual edu ca ti o nal fi eld.” i.e. “the real 
fa culty might be only the one in Za greb.”60 So, Mak si mo vić sug ge sted a 
sci en ti fic sta tus to the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy in Za greb at 
the ex pen se of the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy in Bel gra de, even when 
everybody knew that the Fa culty in Za greb wo uld be abo lis hed.

Mak si mo vić tho ught that he sho uld deny any in vol ve ment with the 
De moc ra tic Party: “In Bel gra de I he ard a ver sion that the fa culty in Za-
greb is the branch of the De moc ra tic Party in Za greb and that pro fes sors 
we re elec ted in ac cor dan ce with the ir po li ti cal be li efs, and not ob jec ti vely. 
I feel obli ged to deny this. Par ti ci pa tion of Dr Ja nić in the esta blis hment 
of this fa culty and the pro po sal for his ap po int ment, the fact that among 
elec ted and ap po in ted pro fes sors two be long to the Ra di cal Party and two 
do not be long to any or ga ni zed party, best show the ab sur dity of this ver-
sion. Mo re o ver, the esta blis hment of a pu rely Ort ho dox cul tu ral cen tre 
in Za greb can in no way be con si de red as in com pa ti ble with the pro gram 
of the Ra di cal Party.” Mak si mo vić then con clu ded: “the re are no se ri o us 
re a sons for the abo li tion of the fa culty. The op po si tion to wards the fa-
culty co mes from the re li gi o us cir cles of both si des, in di vi dual am bi ti ons 
still playing an im por tant ro le. Cha u vi nists from the Cat ho lic si de think 
it is the pro selytism of the Ort ho dox Church, whe re as the Ort ho dox si de 
cri ti ci zes us for se cu lar li be ra lism and fe ar that we will be cat ho li ci zed in 
Za greb. Both ide as are ab surd and show the lack of un der stan ding of the 
im por tan ce of this fa culty and the cir cum stan ces in Za greb whe re, over 
ti me, our pe o ple will be cul tu rally uni ted in the fi eld of re li gion.” At the 
end of a Pro me mo ria of March 1923, Mak si mo vić asked the Mi ni ster of 
Edu ca tion to sup port the sur vi val of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The-
o logy which sho uld “start wor king in the shor test pos si ble ti me.”61

Ho we ver, on August 20th, 1923 the Mi ni ster of Fi nan ce and the 
mem ber of the Ra di cal Party, Mi lan Sto ja di no vić asked the Mi ni ster 

60 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 
Pro me mo ria.

61 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 
Pro me mo ria.
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of Edu ca tion to ta ke “the ne ces sary me a su res to abo lish the fa culty of 
Ort ho dox the o logy in Za greb, be ca u se the fa culty in Bel gra de co uld 
me et the ne eds of the en ti re co un try.”62 Thus be gan the pro ce du re of 
abo lis hing the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy. In la te Sep tem-
ber 1923, the Rec tor of the Uni ver sity of Za greb asked the Mi ni ster of 
Edu ca tion Tri fu no vić whet her to al low the ad mis sion of stu dents to 
the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy sin ce “ne ces sary pro fes sors 
had not yet been ap po in ted at the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o-
logy in Za greb.”63

To pre vent the abo lis hing of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The-
o logy, the Mi ni ster of Re li gion and the mem ber of the Ra di cal Party 
Vo ji slav Ja nić, who was ac ti vely in vol ved in the esta blis hment and ma-
in te nan ce of the fa culty, at the end of March 1924, re qu e sted the gra-
du a tes of the St. Sa va Se mi nary to be al lo wed to the Fa culty of Eastern 
Ort ho dox The o logy be ca u se un til then they we re only able to en rol at 
the Bel gra de Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy. Ja nić wro te to the Mi ni ster 
of Edu ca tion Sve to zar Pri bi će vić, a re tur nee to this po si tion, that the 
Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy in Za greb “had one, not only sci-
en ti fic but al so ne ces sary and im por tant na ti o nal mis sion.”64 To ma ke 
the po si tion of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy stron ger, on 
March 22nd, 1924, the fa culty was even gi ven the right to grant doc to ral 

62 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 
Let ter of the Mi ni ster of Fi nan ce to the Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion da ted August 20th, 1923. 
un der Dr. R. Br. 104854; – Mi lan Sto ja di no vić (Ča čak, 1888 – Bu e nos Aires, 1961) was a 
po li ti cian and pro fes sor at the Uni ver sity of Bel gra de. He re ce i ved his PhD de gree from 
the Fa culty of Law in Bel gra de. He was a mem ber of the Pe o ple’s Ra di cal Party and the 
Mi ni ster of Fi nan ce of the King dom of Serbs, Cro ats and Slo ve nes from 1922 to 1926. 
La ter he was the le a der of Yugo slav Ra di cal Union and the Pri me Mi ni ster from 1935 to 
1939. Prin ce Pa vle Ka ra đor đe vić in ter ned him in the he ar tland of the King dom of Yugo-
sla via. The Bri tish then to ok him to Gre e ce, and then de por ted to Ma u ri ti us from whe re 
he mo ved to Ar gen ti na. Re fe ren ce: En ci klo pe di ja srp skog na ro da, 1098.

63 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 
Te le gram of the Rec tor of the Uni ver sity of Za greb to the Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion da ted 
Sep tem ber 25th, 1923.

64 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 
Let ter of the Mi ni ster of Re li gion to the Mi sni ster of Edu ca tion da ted March 17th, 1924 
un der V. Br. 5081. Let ter was sig ned by Dr Vo ji slav Ja nić who ca me to the po si tion of the 
Mi ni ster of Re li gion on ce mo re on March 27th, 1924. The let ter is eit her sig ned ten days 
af ter it had been writ ten or it was da ted wrongly. The let ter was re ce i ved at the Mi ni stry 
of Edu ca tion on March 27th, 1924 when Sve to zar Pri bi će vić to ok of fi ce; – Vo ji slav Ja nić 
was the Mi ni ster of Re li gion from May 2nd, 1923 to July 31st, 1923and from March 27th to 
July 27th, 1924. Re fe ren ce: Vla de Sr bi je, 297–301; – On Oc to ber 19, 1923 Ja nić was elec ted 
ho no rary Pro fes sor of Com pa ra ti ve The o logy at the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy in Bel-
gra de. Re fe ren ce: Če do mir Dra ško vić, op. cit., 7.
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de gre es to the can di da tes who ha ve writ ten and de fen ded the ir doc to ral 
dis ser ta tion at “two ri go ro us oral exams.”65

The Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion re qu e sted the opi nion of the Rec tor’s Of fi-
ce of the Uni ver sity of Za greb on the Ja nić’s pro po sal to gi ve the St. Sa va 
Se mi nary gra du a tes the op por tu nity to en roll at the Fa culty of Eastern 
Ort ho dox The o logy.66 On April 3rd, 1924, the Aca de mic Se na te of the Uni-
ver sity of Za greb sug ge sted that “it ne e ded new law ac cor ding to which 
tho se stu dents, who fi nis hed St. Sa va Se mi nary in Bel gra de or Kar lov ci 
Se mi nary and pas sed the ma tu rity exam, co uld be ad mit ted to the Fa culty 
of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy in Za greb as re gu lar stu dents.”67 Pri bi će vić 
then in for med Ja nić that by the ap pli ca ble law the gra du a tes of St. Sa-
va co uld not be ad mit ted to the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy.68 
Sve to zar Pri bi će vić, one of the fo un ders of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho-
dox The o logy in Za greb, was then for ced to pro po se the abo li tion of the 
fa culty. On April 26th, 1924, the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy in 
Za greb was abo lis hed by the Dec ree of King Alek san dar Ka ra đor đe vić.69 
On the sa me day, by anot her royal dec ree, pro fes sors: Đu rić, Mak si mo-
vić and Ge or gi je vić we re put at dis po sal.70 Mak si mo vić had pre vi o usly re-
qu e sted the ap po int ment to the Fa culty of Bel gra de Ort ho dox The o logy, 
but in April 1924 he was re jec ted.71 He la ter ad mit ted that the Fa culty of 
Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy was “to le ra ted” by the Uni ver sity of Za greb 
and had no spe cial sup port for its exi sten ce.72

65 Sve u či li šte Kra lje vi ne Sr ba, Hr va ta i Slo ve na ca u Za gre bu..., 71.
66 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175, 

27. mart 1924, V. Br. 2549. – Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion to the Rec to ra te of the Uni ver sity 
of Za greb.

67 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 
Let ter of the Rec tor of the Uni ver sity of Za greb to the Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion da ted April 
5th, 1924.

68 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175, 8. 
april 1924, V. Br. 2969. – Mi ni ster of Edu ca tion to the Mi ni ster of Re li gion.

69 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 
Dec ree of the King Alek san dar Ka ra đor đe vić on abo lis hing the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho-
dox The o logy in Za greb da ted April 26th, 1924.

70 AJ, Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom of Yugo sla via, Fond 66, Fol der 175. – 
Dec ree of the King Alek san dar Ka ra đor đe vić on pla cing at the dis po sal the pro fes sors of 
the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy in Za greb da ted April 26th, 1924.

71 APBF, Tran scripts from the Ses si ons of the Co un cil of the Fa culty of Ort ho dox 
The o logy, April 1924. – Da te of the April ses sion is il le gi ble at the copy of the do cu ment. 
Mak si mo vić re qu e sted to be ad mit ted to the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy as the full 
pro fes sor of Mo ral The o logy. The Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy re plied that the po si tion 
was al ready oc cu pied.

72 So fi ja Bo žić, op. cit., 395, fo ot no te 504. – With re fe ren ce to So fi ja Bo žić, Vla dan 
Mak si mo vić wro te this in his auto bi o graphy which is fo und in the Ma nu script de part ment 
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It is in te re sting that the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy sur-
vi ved eight months from the Sto ja di no vić’s pro po sal till the abo li tion. 
Un do ub tedly, as we ha ve seen, the re was a strong de si re to abo lish the 
Fa culty but this sec ret was re ve a led in Fe bru ary 1924 by the as so ci a te 
pro fes sor of the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy in Bel gra de, La zar Mir ko-
vić, du ring his fi er ce de ba te with for mer rec tor of the Kar lov ci Se mi nary 
Do bro sav Ko va če vić, who in De cem ber 1923 sug ge sted the abo li tion of 
the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy in Bel gra de.73 In ad di tion to the re a sons 
for the sur vi val of the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy of the Uni ver sity of 
Bel gra de, Mir ko vić po in ted to the de stiny of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort-
ho dox The o logy in Za greb: “Lo ok at Slo ve ni ans. Both clergy and la ity de-
fen ded the ir fa culty of the o logy so fi er cely that the Co un cil of Mi ni sters 
had to wit hdraw the de ci sion on its abo li tion. Thus, they even hel ped the 
sur vi val of the Fa culty of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy un til furt her de-
ci si ons, and our Church wants to de stroy its only fa culty of the o logy”.74 
In this way, La zar Mir ko vić in di rectly bla med a “big part” of bis hops of 
the Ser bian Ort ho dox Church for the abo li tion of the Fa culty of Eastern 
Ort ho dox The o logy in Za greb and qu i te di rectly for the “de struc tion” the 
Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy in Bel gra de.

Af ter fo ur years of exi sten ce and pre ten ded work, the Fa culty of 
Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy in Za greb was clo sed in 1924. It was esta-
blis hed for the po li ti cal re a sons, and for the sa me re a sons it was clo sed. 
Ho we ver, it se ems that se ven stu dents gra du a ted from this fa culty af ter 
they ha ve been re cog ni zed exams and su bjects tran sfer red from pre vi o-
us scho ols, and then pro bably to ok ad di ti o nal exams. Thus, the Fa culty 
of Eastern Ort ho dox The o logy in Za greb ga ve its con tri bu tion to the 
the o lo gi cal edu ca tion.

Fi nally, our main so ur ces for the hi story of the Fa culty of Eastern 
Ort ho dox The o logy in Za greb we re the wri tings and let ters of Vla dan 
Mak si mo vić. Un do ub tedly, he was par tial, but a very in for med man. He 

of Ma ti ca Srp ska in No vi Sad.
73 Do bro sav M. Ko va če vić, “Bo go slov ski fa kul tet ili du hov na aka de mi ja”, Gla snik: 

Slu žbe ni list Srp ske pra vo slav ne pa tri jar ši je, 14. de cem bar 1923, 356. – In this is sue of Gla
snik, Ko va če vić’s na me was mi sprin ted as “Do bro slav”.

74 La zar Mir ko vić, “Bo go slov ski fa kul tet ili du hov na aka de mi ja?”, Gla snik, 14. fe-
bru ar 1924, 42; – Alt ho ugh Mir ko vić was a full pro fes sor at the Fa culty of Eastern Ort-
ho dox The o logy in Za greb, af ter be ing tran sfer red to the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy 
at the end of 1922, the Bel gra de Uni ver sity Co un cil tho ught Mir ko vić sho uld be elec ted 
As so ci a te Pro fes sor. Uni ver sity Co un cil held that it was “early” for Mir ko vic to be elec-
ted full pro fes sor. On La zar Mir ko vić’s pro po sal for an As so ci a te Pro fes sor, see: APBF, 
Tran scripts from the ses si ons of the Co un cil of the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy held 
on No vem ber 15th, 1922.
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to ok part in a con flict and ca re fully mo ni to red the mo ves of the op po-
nents both in Bel gra de and Za greb. Thre ats to his fa culty, that he wro te 
so much abo ut, we re even tu ally ful fil led.

* * *

Bi bli o graphy:

So ur ces:

Ar chi ves of Yugo sla via, Fond Mi ni stry of Re li gion of the King dom of 
Yugo sla via.

Ar chi ves of Yugo sla via, Fond Mi ni stry of Edu ca tion of the King dom 
of Yugo sla via.

Ar chi ves of the Fa culty of Ort ho dox The o logy (Uni ver sity of Bel gra-
de), Tran scripts from the Ses si ons of the Co un cil of the Fa culty of Ort ho-
dox The o logy.

Ste no grap hic no tes of the Pro vi si o nal Na ti o nal As sembly of the King dom 
of Serbs, Cro ats and Slo ve nes, III, Be o grad 1920.

Slu žbe ne no vi ne Kra lje vi ne Sr ba, Hr va ta i Slo ve na ca (Of fi cial Ga zet te of 
the King dom of Serbs, Cro ats and Slo ve nes)

Ve snik Srp ske cr kve (Be o grad).
Gla snik: Slu žbe ni list Srp ske pra vo slav ne pa tri jar ši je (Be o grad).
Za sta va (No vi Sad).
Po li ti ka (Be o grad).
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краТ ко Трај но по сТо ја ње  
ис Точ но-пра во слав ног  
бо го слов ског фа кул Те Та  
у за гре бу (1920–1924)

Алек сан дар Ра ко вић
Ин сти тут за но ви ју исто ри ју Ср би је, Бе о град

Ап стракт: Кроз ар хив ску гра ђу Ар хи ва Ју го сла ви
је (AJ) и ар хи ве Пра во слав ног бо го слов ског фа кул те та 
Уни вер зи те та у Бе о гра ду (APBF), као и ли те ра ту ре, 
рад при ка зу је исто ри ју Ис точ нопра во слав ног бо го
слов ског фа кул те та За гре бач ког све у чи ли шта.

Кључ не ре чи: Ис точ нопра во слав ни бо го слов ски 
фа кул тет, За гре бач ко све у чи ли ште, Срп ска пра во
слав на цр ква, Кра ље ви на Ср ба, Хр ва та и Сло ве на ца.


