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LE PETIT PARISIEN IN 1917

The subject of the research is the writing of the French popular and high-cir-
culated newspaper Le Petit Parisien (LPP) about Serbia and other partici-
pants in the Balkan theatre of war in 1917. The research aims is to classify
the qualitative content of newspaper articles and their orientation. Efforts
were made to find out how the newspaper reported about Serbia and the
other participants in the Balkan theatre of war, how they were presented to
the French public and what significance they had for France, other Allied
Powers and Associated Allies. Basic analytical and synthetic methods were
used in the research process. Of the general scientific methods, a hypotheti-
cal-deductive and historical method was applied. The results of this research
confirmed that LPPwrote insignificantly little, almost imperceptibly, on Ser-
bia and the other participants in the Balkan theatre of war, compared to all
other, much more prevalent, reports on issues and events related to the Great
War. The newspaper was exclusively interested in the loyalty and consisten-
cy of Serbia, the Allied Powers and Associated Allies on the Balkan theatre of
war in the execution of military and political obligations that the Allies had
determined in the struggle against the Central Powers. LPP did not attach
any importance to other issues. Because of this, not much has been heard in
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public about the position of the Serb people under occupation and the con-
dition of Serbian prisoners in the Central Powers camps.

Serbia; Balkan theatre of operations; Le Petit Parisien; Great War, 1917.

The subject of the research is the articles in Le Petit Parisien* about
Serbia and other participants in the Balkan theatre of war from 1917.
The theoretical and methodological approach to the subject of re-
search was determined based on an analysis of the content of the
source material collected, that is, all the relevant newspaper articles
published by this French newspaper and the results of contemporary
research accomplished by Serbian and Yugoslav historiography in
questions and problems related to the participation and position of
Serbia and the Serbian people in the Great War.?

Basic analytical and synthetic methods were used in the process of
researching texts in the LPP. Of the general scientific methods, a hy-
pothetical - deductive and historical method was applied. Our re-
search aims is to classify the qualitative content and the orientation

2 The newspaper was launched in 1876 and became the epitome of the "golden age"

of the French press from 1871 to 1914. Under the leadership of Director Jean Du-
puy, the circulation grew to reach 1.5 million copies by the outbreak of the Great
War. During the war, it exceeded two million copies (Alber, 1998, pp. 64-69).
Questions and problems regarding the participation and position of Serbia and
the Serbian people in the Great War have received the attention of generations of
historians, and based on their research, important results have been produced
and extensive literature has emerged. In defining the theoretical and methodo-
logical approach in our research subject, the main starting point was the collec-
tion of papers edited by Ljiljana Aleksi¢, which were produced at scientific con-
ferences organized by the Belgrade Institute of History, within the project "Histo-
ry of Serbia and the Serbian People in the First World War": Hayunu ckyi
Koaybapcka Suitika: patiiu Hatiopu Cpduje 1914. iogure, Beorpas 1985; HayuHu ckyi
Cpduja 1915. ioguHe, Beorpan 1986; Hayuru ckyu Cpduja 1916. ioguHe, Beorpazn 1987;
Hayunu ckyii Cpduja 1917. logure, Beorpan 1988; Hayunu ckyd Cpduja 1918. fogure u
ciigaparse jylocaoseHcke gpycase, Beorpan 1989. In addition to these collections,
monographs and studies were of great importance for our research: Ekmeunh, M.
(1973). Paiuru yusvesu Cpduje 1914. Beorpaz: CK3; Mitrovié, A. (1981). Prodor na Bal-
kan: Srbija u planovima Austro-Ugarske i Nemacke 1908-1918. Beograd: Nolit; Mutpo-
Buh, A. (1984). Cpduja y Ipsom ceeitickom pailiy. Beorpazn: CK3; Yusojunosuh, 1.
(1995). Batuuxan, CpSuja u ciisapare jylocaoseHcke gpucage 1914-1920. Beorpazn: HIY
Cryxdenn suct CPJ; YKusojurosuh, [I. (2008). Hego/bHu paliHuyu: 8eAuke cute U
CotyHcku $poHit: 1914-1918. Beorpa: 3aBof 3a ydenuike; Pagojesuh, M u Iumuh,
Jb. (2014). Cpduja y Beauxom paitty 1914-1918: kpaiika ucitiopuja. Beorpaa: CK3: Beo-
rpazicky GopMy 3a CBET PaBHOIIPABHUX.
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of newspaper articles in LPP. We strive to find out how the newspaper
saw Serbia and other participants in the Balkan theatre of war, how
they were presented to the French public, and therefore of their im-
portance to France and other Allied Forces and Associated Allies.

The research of 1917 is important because of the understanding of
the specifics of the Great War process. This year was marked by signif-
icant changes in the battlefields, the exit of Russia from the war and
the entry of the United States, which indicated a decisive change in
the general situation and balance of forces in the war. At the begin-
ning of 1917, the belligerents in Europe were exhausted by the Great
War. Regardless, with the support of the Allies, France conditioned
the peace initiatives of the US President and Emperor Charles I of Aus-
tria by demanding the regaining of Alsace-Lorraine. Germany re-
newed the submarine warfare and provoked the US to enter the war
on the Entente side. The Allies gained hope in victory by this event.
After the strategic failure of the French offensive on the Western
Front under the command of General Nivelle, the defeat of the Italian
army at Caporetto and the Bolshevik Revolution which led to the con-
clusion of a ceasefire with the Central Powers in Russia, Allies could
resort to defensive tactics and await the arrival of the US army in Eu-
rope. In the Balkan theatre of war, Serbia was occupied by the Central
Powers and exposed to economic exploitation. Measures of repres-
sion about the seizure of food hit the population hard. The persecu-
tion and crimes committed by the Bulgarian army against Serbian
civilians led to the Toplica Uprising. The Salonika Front gained the
importance for the Allies in military and political terms from the mo-
ment when Greece on the helm with Venizelos accessed the Entente.
That is, when the Greek and Serbian governments renewed their Cov-
enant of Alliance of 1913 (Auzpejesuh, 1988, pp. 53-65; Musuh, 1988,
pp. 37-44; Mutposuh, 1984, pp. 409-486; Omaunh, 1988, pp. 149-151;
Pamojesuh and Iumwuh, 2014, pp. 245-249; Ckoko, 1988, pp. 125-138;
Crojaruesuh, 1988, pp. 11-18; Mitrovié, 1981, pp. 352-357, 361-376,
379-391; Renouvin, 1965, pp. 340-381, 386-400).

During the war, as well as the entire press, LPP was exposed to the
censorship and control of information on war operations, carried out
by the Ministry of War through a special institution called the Bureau
de presse (Alber, 1998, pp. 76— 80). In 1917, editorials and reports of
journalist and correspondents Lieutenant-colonel Rousset Léonce, Gas-
ton-Charles Richard and Robert Vaucher, as well as news from the
Agence des Balkans et d'Orient and the Agence Havas, were published in
the LPP about Serbia and Balkan theatre of war.*
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Our research covers all issues of the newspaper for the whole of
1917 with a total of about 30,000 newspaper articles. They were divid-
ed into, on the one hand, news, press releases, comments, reports, in-
terviews and statements, covering war, politics, diplomacy, the
economy and similar topics; and, on the other hand, feuilleton, city
news from Paris, repertoire of theatre performances, reports on river
navigation and the state of finances and stock exchanges, sports
news, advertisements, advertising content and more. Of the total
number of newspaper articles, war captions and its aftermath were
represented by 15,000-16,000 (50%-53%) articles. They covered bat-
tles on the front line, high seas operations, air combats, and numer-
ous diplomatic activities among countries directly or indirectly
engaged in war, and the many consequences of war in all spheres of
human society in Europe and the world. Within this type of articles,
8,000-9,000 or 27% -30% texts of the total number of all articles, were
published annually about the Western Front.

Of the 30,000 articles in the LPPin 1917, 605 or 2% referred to the Sa-
lonika Front as well as the situation in the Balkan theatre of war in
general. On these 605 articles, we conducted a quantitative analysis
according to geographical and territorial-political principles.

COUNTRIES NUMBER OF ARTICLES %

TURKEY

1 0,16

RuUssIA

2 0,33

MONTENEGRO

3 0,49

GERMANY

3 0,49

ALBANIA

4 0,66

TABLE 1:

218

ALLOCATION OF THE NEWSPAPER ARTICLES BY COUNTRIES IN THE LPP ON THE BALKAN THEATRE OF

4 R. Léonce apart from being an officer, he was a Member of Parliament. He is
known as a military historian. Among other things, he dealt with the Great War
(Bibliothéque nationale de France [BNF] 2019a); G-Ch. Richard (1875-1942) was a
French poet, songwriter, novelist and journalist (BNF 2019b); R. Vaucher (1890~
1977) was a French journalist and author of several books on the Great War, the
October Revolution and World War 11 (BNF 2019¢c). The news agency Agence des
Balkans, headquartered in Paris during the Great War, was managed by Henri Poz-
zi (L'Argus, 1917, p. 25). The Agence Havas was founded in 1835 by Charles-Auguste
Havas. It gained worldwide reputation by reporting from the wars led by the
French Second Empire (Alber, 1998, p. 37).
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UNITED KINGDOM 13 2,14
ITALY 21 3,50
FRANCE 26 4,30
BULGARIA 30 4,96
SERBIA 39 6,45
TWO OR THREE COUNTRIES 213 35,20
GREECE 250 41,32
TOTAL 605 100,0
TABLE 1:  ALLOCATION OF THE NEWSPAPER ARTICLES BY COUNTRIES IN THE LPP ON THE BALKAN THEATRE OF

WAR?

The table summarizes all the newspaper articles, which covered the situation on the Salonika Front,

issues related to waging war on this front, countries directly involved in the combats on the front, in-
terested countries in the region, and the situation in the Balkan Peninsula as a whole. Source: (LPP,
1917, Numéro 365)

DUSAN R. BAJAGIC

In these 605 articles, most refer to Greece, 250 or 41.32%. However,
this represented only 0.83%, compared to a total of 30,000 articles for
the whole of 1917. Greece was given attention because the matter of
the entry into the Great War provoked National Schism in the country
between King Constantine I, who, with the support of Germany,
sought to keep his country neutral in the interest of the Central Pow-
ers, and Prime Minister Eleftherios Venizelos, who, with the support
of the Allies, sought to lead the country into war on their side. The in-
terests of French domestic policy demanded to be monitored both the
co-operation of Venizelos's Provisional Government of National De-
fence in the city of Thessaloniki and its loyal army with the Allies and
the disagreements and conflicts that had arisen with the official royal
government in Athens. The LPP greeted with approval the success of
the Allied Powers - France, the United Kingdom and Russia - to ap-
point the French Senator Charles Jonnart for the Allied High Commis-
sioner for Greece, to compel Constantine I to leave the country, to
make his son Alexander as a new King and, with the help of Venizelos
at the helm of the government of formally united Greece, to cease the
collaboration of the Greek with the Central Powers, since it contribut-
ed to the Salonika Front's greater importance (Ksor, 2000, pp. 87-94;
Omauuh, 1988, pp. 149-151; Le Petit Parisien, 1917, 365 Numbers).

The next determinant by representation was two or three countries®
with 213 or 35.20% articles of the 605 on the Salonika Front and the
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Balkan theatre of war, representing just 0.71% of the 30,000 for the en-
tire year. In 1917, the newspaper considered the outcome of struggles
on the Salonika Front and in the surrounding areas, as well as the pos-
sibility that one of the warring blocs undertook an offensive on the
front.

The report consisting of 120 lines with a positive orientation in-
formed on the successful operation of the French army, which took
place from 15 to 22 March in the vicinity of Monastir (Bitola). Al-
though this operation was not an introduction to a general offensive,
rather it had a local character on both sides, it confirmed that the en-
emy's forces were weakening in both the offensive and defensive
sense (Richard, 1917a, p. 3). The newspaper was the most suspicious of
the possibility that the Central Powers undertook an offensive on the
Salonika Front, which was especially pronounced in the moments of
balance on the Western Front. In a positive comment on August 20,
following the German-Bulgarian artillery bombardment of the Mo-
nastir, the LPP rejected the possibility of an enemy offensive due to
the consolidation of Russian-Romanian forces in Moldova and the
counter-offensive that the Allies would undertake from the direction
of the Crna Reka or the Doiran Lake. In November, referring to the
writing of the Journal de Genéve, the newspaper made news with the
negative orientation that Germany and Austria-Hungary were pre-
paring a large-scale offensive in the Balkans in cooperation with the
Bulgarian army to expel the Italians from Epirus and the British and
French from Thessaloniki. The targets of this offensive would have
been the overthrow of Venizelos' Greece, the return of King Constan-
tine I to the Greek throne, and the dominance of the Central Powers
over the Balkan Peninsula and the entire Orient (L' Allemagne ..., 1917,
p. 1; Rousset, 1917a, p. 1). In December, in news, commentary and re-
ports, all with the positive orientation, were written about the merits
of French general Maurice Sarrail in maintaining and consolidating
the Salonika Front against the Central Powers and that he would be
replaced by a famous French general Adolphe Guillaumat as a com-
mander of the Allied Army of the Orient in Salonika (Havas, 1917c, p.
1; Le général Guillaumat ..., 1917, p. 1; Richard, 1917b, p. 1).

> This determinant refers to articles with an average length of 3-5 lines represent-
ing an official announcement by the Supreme Commands about the direct com-
bat operations on the Salonika Front, in which armies from two or three countries
participated. They are also joined by news, commentary and reports on struggles
and actions across sectors, backgrounds and wider front areas.
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In October, from the background of Salonika Front, conveying the
news from the Agence Havas, in a commentary of 90 lines with positive
orientation and with special respect, the LPP reported about the
preparation, course and overall effect in the endeavour of the Italian
Air Force, under the command of Gabriele D'Annunzio, against the Aus-
tro-Hungarian Navy in the Bay of Kotor (D'Annunzio ..., 1917, p. 3; Une
raid aérien sur Cattaro, 1917, p. 3).

About Bulgaria, which as a member of the Alliance of Central Pow-
ers was the most engaged in the combats on the Salonika Front, in the
LPP was found 30 articles or 4.96% of total concerning the Salonika
Front and the Balkan theatre of war. That is, only 0.10% of the col-
umns were found of the total of 30,000 articles for the whole year.
Based on news, reports and comments, with a predominantly nega-
tive and neutral orientation, the newspaper considered Bulgaria's po-
sition in the Alliance of Central Powers and its concurrences and
disagreements with other Alliance members. In January, the newspa-
per noted that when it came to initiatives and offers for peace with
the Entente, Bulgaria adhered in all respects the official positions of
the governments in Berlin and Vienna (La réponse Bulgare ..., 1917, p.
3; Une réponse Bulgare a la note de I'Entente, 1917, p. 3). In the fall, the
LPP reported to the public that the members of the Alliance had tried
to modify their mutual agreements, to create preconditions for peace
negotiations. Bulgaria claimed that the reached agreements guaran-
teed its right to preserve the conquered territories and therefore re-
fused to accept peace. In Germany, Austria-Hungary, Sweden and
Switzerland, Bulgaria sought to diplomatically defend the annexation
of eastern and southern parts of Serbia, Dobruja in Romania, and
three Greek prefectures: Drama, Serres and Kavala. Bulgaria insisted
on the unification of its nation into one state to confirm the annexa-
tion of the conquered territories and then to demand territorial con-
cessions from the Ottoman Empire to gain hegemonic influence in the
Balkans. The ambitions of Bulgaria have raised suspicion and led to
disagreements with other Alliance members. Germany demanded
that Bulgarians and Turks comply with their obligations. Due to
Greece's entry into the war, Germany sought to prevent the Bulgari-
ans from concluding a separate peace, because the Turks would have
done the same in that case (Murposuh, 1984, pp. 335-344; Et la Bul-
garie? 1917, p. 1; La Bulgarie contre...,, 1917, p. 3; La future ..., 1917, p. 1;
Le différend germano-bulgare, 1917, p. 2; Les toasts de Sofia, 1917, p. 3;
Pourquoi le kaiser est allé dans les Balkans, 1917, p. 3; Mitrovi¢, 1981,
pp. 317-323).
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In the second half of the year, the newspaper published the news,
reports and comments, with negative orientation, about the crimes of
Bulgarians against civilians in the occupied territories of Greece and
Romania. Severally, the newspaper informed the public about the
brutal and inhumane treatment of prisoners and camp inmates in
Bulgaria. It was particularly stressed that among them famine, conta-
gion and disease prevailed, because of the terror and harsh conditions
of accommodation. For the first time since the beginning of the war, a
group of freed prisoners of 300 Serb paramedics, 30 Englishmen and
19 French soldiers testified about it (Aunpejesuh, 1988, pp. 63-64;
Mwurposuh, 1984, pp. 371-379, 384-385; Pamuh and Vicuh, 2014, pp.
107-109; Agence des Balkans, 1917b, p. 3; Des prisonniers ..., 1917, p. 3;
L'atroce ..., 1917, p. 3).

After the withdrawal of Montenegro from the war with Aus-
tria-Hungary on 25 January 1916 by signing the capitulation, on this
country were published just three articles, or 0.49% of the total of 605
on the Salonika Front and the Balkan theatre of war in the LPP. That is,
Montenegro was represented by only 0.01% of the 30,000 articles in
the entire year. In positive, neutral and negative news, it was report-
ed: in January that Andrija Radovié, the President of the Council of
Ministers and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Montenegro, resigned
to King Nikola I Petrovi¢; in July that more than half of the population
died due to famine in mountainous areas in the north and northwest
of the country; in September that the King of Montenegro assigns
decorations to General Philippe Pétain on the occasion of his success
at the Battle of Verdun (Démission de M. Radovitch, 1917, p. 1; La fam-
ine au Monténégro, 1917, p. 3; Le roi de Monténégro ..., 1917, p. 2).

In the LPP Serbia was represented with 39 or 6.45% articles of 605
items on the Salonika Front and the Balkan theatre of war, or with just
0.13% of the total of 30,000 for the whole year. In the structure of arti-
cles on Serbia, there were most reports with positive orientation on
conferences, lectures and festive celebrations of Christmas and Saint
Sava's Day. These manifestations, as expressions of the alliance and
friendship of Serbia and France, were organized in Paris and other cit-
ies, in the presence of Milenko Vesni¢, the Plenipotentiary Minister of
the Kingdom of Serbia to the French government, and other officials
and distinguished Serbs. On these manifestations, the guests were
talked about the war efforts of two allies, Serbia and France, and
called to the victory in war. There were also organized art exhibitions
and concerts by Serbian artists and students.®
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Also, the newspaper, in addition to these reports, published typical
military press releases, from three to five lines, which issued supreme
commands of the Armée d'Orient and the Serbian Army in a neutral
form about the combats and actions on the Serbian part of the Salon-
ika Front. The statement also reported the consequences of artillery
bombardment of the open city of Monastir by Bulgarian and German
troops, in which residents and buildings were destroyed in particular
on three occasions. Apart to these reports, it was announced in Febru-
ary that Field Marshal (Vojvoda) Zivojin Mi§i¢, commander of the Ser-
bian First Army, who distinguished himself in the Monastir Offensive,
received the Cross of the Order of Saint Michael and Saint George
from the hands of General George Milne, Commander-in-Chief of the
British Expeditionary Corps (En Macédoine ..., 1917, p. 3; Le bombar-
dement de Monastir, 1917, p. 3; Monastir incendiée ..., 1917, p. 1; Mo-
nastir sauvagement bombardée, 1917, p. 3).

In addition to reports and releases from the front, the newspaper in
lesser measure informed the public about the Salonika Front and the
Balkan theatre of war in the plans of the Entente, Serbia's position be-
tween the Allies and the enemy, and Nikola Pasi¢'s statesmanship and
diplomatic activities.

In neutral comments, the LPP tried to grasp the Entente's plans for
the Salonika Front, as major Allied powers, France and the United
Kingdom, concluded that there had been a change in the military and
political situation in the Balkans since Constantine I's departure from
Greece and the accession of this country to the Entente. The newspa-
per noted that these forces, at the Allied conferences in May and espe-
cially July, at which representatives of all states engaged in the war
against the Central Powers on the Balkan theatre of war were repre-
sented, to coordinate war operations on all fronts, considered the
composition of troops on the Salonika Front and assistance to the As-
sociated Allies of Serbia, Romania and Greece (Kusojunosuh, 2008,
pp. 216-217, 244-245; La conférence balkanique ..., 1917, p. 1; La nou-
velle ..., 1917, p. 1). It was noted that the situation on the Russian Front
directly affects other fronts and imposes on the Allies a series of mili-
tary and financial issues. Therefore, according to a statement by the

¢ At one of the conferences in Paris, renowned French journalist and politician Jo-

seph Reinach emphasized the importance of Serbia's military involvement in the
war and praised patriotism, love for freedom and solidarity in her people. In par-
ticular, he warned against the oppression of her population under the occupation
of Austria (Conférence sur l'effort serbe, 1917, p. 2; La féte nationale serbe, 1917,
p. 2; Noel Serbe, 1917, p. 2).

223



224

3BOPHUK PAZIOBA PUIIO300CKOT GAKYITETA L (2)

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of the United Kingdom Arthur
Balfour, the possibility of undertaking a major operation on the Sa-
lonika Front soon was rejected. The official assessment was: on the
one hand, the revival of the front could have prevented Germany that
with the help of Austria implement the plans for the Balkans, Asia Mi-
nor and the Persian Gulf; on the other hand, it could have jeopardized
the outcome of major struggles in both France and elsewhere
(OKusojunosuh, 2008, pp. 248-255; Havas, 1917b, p. 1; La conférence
de Londres, 1917, p. 1). As a very important event for the continuation
of military operations in the Balkan theatre of war, the newspaper
singled out the renewal of the treaty on the Greco-Serbian alliance of
1913. The treaty was renewed with the consent of the Allied Powers
and with it, all duties and formal obligations were returned, which
Greece took in terms of providing military assistance to Serbia.
(Benuh, 1937, pp- 119-120; )KI/IBojI/IHOBI/Ih, 2008, pp. 221-222, 260-263;
La résurrection .., 1917, p. 3; Une déclaration prochaine de M.
Venizelos, 1917, p. 3). Reports from the Allied Conference in Novem-
ber confirmed that the expectance of the victory of the Allies in the
struggle with the Central Powers, including the issue of the com-
mencement of the combats on the Salonika Front, was tied down with
the US entry into the war (Kusojunosuh, 2008, pp. 258-259; La séance
d'ouverture 1917, p. 1; Rousset, 1917b, p. 1).

In the second half of the year, referring to the statements of the of-
ficials and conveying the writing of the press from the United King-
dom, the LPP considered Serbia's position between the Allies and the
enemy in several newspaper articles with neutral orientation. Un-
der-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Lord Robert Cecil said that
principle position of the UK was to support all its allies, France about
its the claims on the Alsace and Lorraine, while for Serbia full restitu-
tion and reparations were demanded (OKusojunosuh, 2008, p. 249;
Une déclaration de M. R. Cecil sur I' Alsace-Lorraine, 1917, p. 1). After
the defeat of the Italian army at Caporetto, Prime Minister David
Lloyd George pointed to the mistakes made by the Entente forces in
waging war, because they failed to surround the enemy. The biggest
mistake was that they did not adequately help Serbia, which was in a
hostile environment and with the army exhausted in previous wars.
The Allies allowed the Central Powers to conquer Serbia. In that way,
they enabled Germany to take the supply and use resources from the
East, so she was able to maintain her strength and continue to wage
war. Later, once again the Entente repeated the same mistake when it
allowed the Central Powers to conquer Romania and use its resources
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too at the same purpose (Le Comité ..., 1917, pp. 1-2). To assist Serbia,
Romania and other allies, Herbert Henry Asquith proposed in the
House of Commons that a Supreme Inter-Allied War Council be
formed, as a body for consulting statesmen and generals of the coun-
tries gathered in the Entente. The establishment of this Council would
eliminate the advantage of the Central Powers, which they had in the
war based on a centralized method of decision-making. Based on such
decision-making, Germany made sovereign plans on a unique strate-
gy for all members of the Alliance of Central Powers (Le grand débat...,
1917,p. 1).

On the other hand, based on the writing of Reynolds's Weekly News-
paper, the LPP reported to the public that Austro-Hungary had decided
to abandon the claim on the territory of Serbia and accepted to be re-
stored in complete constitutional freedom (L'Autriche ..., 1917, p. 3).
And on the occasion of the Pope's peace proposals, which completely
neglected Serbia's rights, the news was appeared on the intention of
the Government of the Kingdom of Serbia to deliver a protest note to
the Vatican (Une protestation serbe au Vatican, 1917, p. 3).

During the year, LPP reported on the state and diplomatic activities
of Nikola Pasi¢ as President of the Ministerial Council and Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Serbia. In the public, Pasi¢ was pre-
sented as a distinguished statesman and was praised because of its
faith in the victory and courage with which he governs Serbia's desti-
ny.

Expressing his gratitude to the Allies, especially France, Pasi¢ in his
statements emphasized Serbia's readiness to fight alongside them in
the war solidarily, determinate and consistently. In that spirit, he
welcomed the resumption of allied relations with Venizelos's Greece.
He assured in the full consent on the foreign policy of all Serbian fac-
tors and political parties and thus suggested that the tendentious
propaganda of the Central Powers, in the first instance of Aus-
tro-Hungary, could not succeed.

Pasi¢ saw the US entry into the war as an important event, especial-
ly because of Wilson's statement that every nation has the right to de-
cide its destiny. He expressed the hope that Russia would return after
the revolution and would again take decisive action. It was encourag-
ing for him when Russian officials expressed their belief that struggle
in the war must continue. He was sceptical of Lenin's government's
intention to conclude peace with the Central Powers, and believed
that the Germans would not accept peace terms because of the unilat-
eralism and internationalist ideology of the Bolsheviks. When the Bol-
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sheviks negotiated a ceasefire with the Central Powers Pasi¢ believed
that the Allies should no longer rely on Russia and to halt their action
because of her.

In July, the LPP notified the public on Nikola Pasi¢'s belief that the
war effort would bring to the final liberation and unification of a large
family of the common peoples of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, who
would engage in a fruitful economic competition of free nations
through their access to the sea. Pasi¢ reiterated the same attitude in
the presence of Lloyd George, Robert Cecil and the plenipotentiary
ministers of Serbia, Romania and Greece in August at a ceremonial re-
ception in London, which was honoured by a Serbian society. Contra-
ry to the aspirations of the enemy to achieve peace by his interests,
Pasi¢ stated, according to the newspaper, that peace must bring
equality and freedom to all peoples, large and small, especially those
under the slavery of Germany and Austria-Hungary: France must get
Alsace and Lorraine; Italy needs to achieve a whole unity; unification,
except for Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, should also be carried out by
Romanians, as well as by Czechs and Slovaks; it is necessary to resolve
the Polish question. Lloyd George emphasized that the UK has the
same attitude to Serbia as to Belgium, so a complete and unreserved
restoration of Serbia is the first condition for achieving peace.” In
some news and reports with a neutral orientation, the situation in
Serbia under the occupation of the Central Powers and the position of
the Serb prisoners in their camps was written.

At the beginning of the year, the first news published about Serbia
under the occupation of Central Powers concerned the sale of wine
from the Royal Vineyard near Smederevo, conducted by the Eleventh
German Army (La XI armée ..., 1917, p. 1). Subsequently, on April 9 and
10, the newspaper brought an article on the Toplica Uprising. On April
9, reported that the uprising had erupted in the Serb territories both
under the occupation of Bulgaria and under the occupation of Aus-

7 Along with state and diplomatic activities, the newspaper also reported on Pasi¢'s
correspondence with Lloyd George, Aristide Briand, General Maurice Sarrail and
other statesmen, generals and prominent figures. It also reported on the transfer
of the Serbian government and all administrative services from Corfu to Thessa-
loniki, and the appointment of Joseph de Fontenay as an Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiary of France to the Serbian Government (Pamojesuh and
Iumuh, 2014, pp. 239-241; Agence des Balkans, 19174, p. 3; Ce que doit ..., 1917, p.
1; La Serbie sera ..., 1917, p. 1; Le ministre francais en Serbie, 1917, p. 3; Les veeux
pour la Serbie, 1917, p. 3; M. Pachitch a Paris, 1917, p. 2; M. Pachitch croit a 1'échec
des pourparlers, 1917, p. 1; M. Pachitch part pour Corfou, 1917, p. 2; M. Pachitch
nous ..., 1917, p. 3; Vaucher, 1917, p. 1).
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tria-Hungary. The uprising expected to extend to Montenegro, Alba-
nia and Wallachia (Les Autrichiens ..., 1917, p. 2). The following day it
was reported that Bulgarian occupation troops had persecuted and
forcibly interned the civilian population, causing numerous riots. In
early March, the riots escalated into an uprising, which brought to-
gether more than 20,000 Serbs. In the ensuing fighting, the rebels lib-
erated Prokuplje, KurSumlija and Lebane and approached Nis. To
quell the uprising the Bulgarians engaged two divisions, leading to
bloody fighting with numerous casualties on both sides. The Serbs
fought fiercely and sought to obtain possession of weapons and am-
munition. For this reason, the Bulgarians forced to introduce the
third division into the fight to retain Ni§ and suppress the uprising. In
front of Bulgarian cannons and machine guns, Serbs had to retreat to
the mountains. The Bulgarian army then took revenge on the civilian
population and interned all men over the age of 17, the LPP concluded
in a report on the Toplica Uprising (Havas, 1917a, p. 3; Pamojesuh and
Iumuh, 2014, pp. 248-249).

The situation of Serb prisoners in captivity by the member states of
the Alliance of Central Powers has been considered in the newspaper
only twice. First, in July, the news was brought with a positive orien-
tation on the arrival of a convoy of 350 Serbs wounded and sick in Ly-
on, who spent three years in captivity. At an honorary reception
hosted by the military, they were greeted by Lyon officials and a Serb
representative (Des blessés ..., 1917, p. 2). Then, in October, citing
credible sources that the Bulgarian government could not deny, the
news with negative orientation was published, informing readers of
the terrifying condition of Serb prisoners in Bulgaria, who were starv-
ing and scarcely dressed because their guards had been stripped of
their clothes. Due to poor hygiene conditions and winter, they died in
large numbers (Etat terrible ..., 1917, p. 3; Paguh and Vcwuh, 2014, pp.
107-109; Pagojesuh and Aumuh, 2014, pp. 245).

CONCLUSION

DUSAN R. BAJAGIC

The results of the analysis of the content of the newspaper articles
confirmed that throughout 1917 the writing of the significant and
high-circulation French daily Le Petit Parisien was entirely focused on
major and important events in Europe and in the world. The particu-
lar attention has paid to the combats, which took place on the West-
ern Front. The LPP assured the public that this is what determines the
victory of the Entente in the war. In contrast, much less was written
on the Salonika Front and the countries directly engaged and inter-
ested in, as on the Balkan theatre of war. The Salonika Front and the
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Balkan theatre of war essentially was monitored on the ratio of forces
between the Entente and the Central Powers. In the reports, during
the year, the front and the theatre as a whole had only minor, second-
ary importance. There was interest only in the military, and therefore
political, consolidation of the situation on the Salonika Front and be-
yond on the Balkan theatre of war. This was unequivocally confirmed
both by the reporting on the position of Greece and by communica-
tions of the supreme commands from the front, which were ap-
proaching the pace of issuing every day or every other day, according
to the number of published newspaper articles. Definitive accession
of Greece with Venizelos at the helm to the Entente, the LPP has just
been hailed as a crucial step towards military and political consolida-
tion, and thus as a consolidation of the Allies' position on the front. All
other countries, including Serbia and Bulgaria, have been largely ne-
glected on the pages of the newspaper, although these were immedi-
ate enemies and the main representatives of the two warring blocs on
the Salonika Front. In the case of Bulgaria, to assess its stance in the
war, most attention was paid to its position and attitude towards oth-
er members of the Alliance of Central Powers. When it came to Serbia,
which the results of the analysis unequivocally confirmed, the LPP
wrote insignificantly, almost imperceptibly, about all other, much
more represented, reports on issues and events in the Great War. The
newspaper was exclusively interested in Serbia's loyalty and consist-
ency in fulfilling its military and political obligations, which the Allies
expected of it. The little importance is given to other issues. Because
of this, not much has been heard in public about the position of the
Serb people under occupation and the condition of the Serb prisoners
in the Central Powers camps.
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JVIIAH P. BAJATUR
WHCTUTYT 3A HOBUJY UCTOPUJY CPBUJE, BEOTPA]T

PE3UME

232

CPBUJA Y IPYTE YYECHMIIE HA BAJIKAHCKOM PATHINTY ITPEMA [TMCAKY
METH [TAPU3UJEH-A (LE PETIT PARISIEN) 1917. TOIUHE

[IpeIMeT NCTpaXKMBamba je MIcambe PPaHIyCKOT 3aHa4YajHOT, TIOMY-
JIAPHOT Y BUCOKOTMPAXKHOT JIHEBHOT JncTa [Tinu tdpusueH [Le Petit
Parisien] o Cpduju 1 npyruM ydecHuIiaMa Ha BaJlKaHCKOM paTHIITY
y 1917. Lln/p UCTPAXKMBAKA je KIacuPUKaLNja KBATUTATUBHUX CaZp-
aja CTaBOBa M BMXOBOT yCMeEPema, KOjU Cy Ce M3HOCUJIA Y HOBUH-
CKUM WIaHIIMMa U TEeKCTOBUMa. Y TIIpoliecy WCTpaKVBama
NIPUMEHU/IM CMO OCHOBHE aHAJIMTUYKEe U CUHTeTU4YKe MeToze. O
OIILITE HayYHUX MeTOZa IIPUMEHWIA CMO XUIIOTETUYKO-AeNyKTUB-
HY U UCTOPUjCKY MeToAy. Pe3y/iTaTu aHa/IM3e caApiKaja HOBUHCKUX
YJaHaKa MOTBPAWUJIM Cy Ja je MHCambe JINCTa y MOTIYHOCTH QIO
yCMepeHO Ha BeslvKe U BaxkHe forahaje y EBpornu u cBety. [TocedHy
MKy TOKIamao je dopdama, koje cy ce Boauiie Ha 3anagHOM PppPoH-
Ty. YBepaBao je jaBHOCT ja yIIpaBo Of] TOra 3aBUCH 11odesia AHTaHTe y
pary. HacynpoT Tome, 3HaTHO Mambe ce I1casio 0 COJIyHCKOM QPOHTY
Y 3eMJ/baMa Koje Cy HerocpeiHo dvjie aHraxkoBaHe Ha GPOHTY U 3a-
VIHTEpeCOBaHe 3a kera, Kao 1 0 baJIkaHCKOM paTUILNTY y LeJrHU. CTa-
e Ha CoJyHCKOM OpPOHTY M BalkaHCKOM paTHIITY JIUCT je Y
CYIITHHU ITPATHO KPO3 OZHOC CHara naMely AHraHTe u LjeHTpamHux
cusa. Y U3BelITajiiMa, TOKOM rofiviHe, GPOHT U PaTHUILITE y LeJTNHU
UMaJlU Cy TeK CIlopellaH, CeKyHAapaH 3Havaj. lHTepecoBame je I1o-
CTOjaJIoO CaMO 3a BOjHY, CAMUM THUM M IIOJIUTUYKY, KOHCOJIUIALIN]Y
cTawa Ha ComyHCKOM QpPOHTY U mrpe BankaHnckoM patuury. To je
HEeZIBOCMMCJIEHO MOTBPAWIO U3BElITaBalke O No3uLyju I'puke, Koje
Ce, y3 CaoIIITEha BPXOBHUX KOMaH/M ca GPoHTa, 1o dpojy odjaBibe-
HUX HOBUHCKUX 4YIaHaKa, MPUOJIMIKABAJIO PUTMY M3JIa)XKeEha CBAKOT
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KJbYYHE PEYU:

JlaHa WJIM CBaKOT APyTor AaHa. [lebHUTUBHO MPUCTyTame [puke ca
BeHM3e10COM Ha Yesly AHTaHTH, JIUCT je yIIpaBo O34 paBro Kao Ipe-
CyZlaH KOpaK Ka BOjHOj M IIOJINTUYKOj KOHCOMMJALIjH, a TUME U Kao
yuBpuhuBame mosioxaja CaBesHuka Ha ppoHTY. CBe oCTasle 3eMJbe,
tako u Cpduja u Byrapcka, dusie Cy y BeJIMKOj MepH 3aHeMapeHe Ha
CTpaHHULaMa JIMCTa, MaKO Ce pafiiiIo O HEITOCPEeTHUM HellpujaTe/bu-
Ma ¥ [VIaBHMM IpeJicTaBHuUIIaMa /Ba 3apaheHa dyio0xa Ha COJTyHCKOM
bpoHTy. ¥ ciydajy Byrapcke, Kako du ce IPOLIEHUIIO FeHO APXKarbe Y
paTy, HajBUllIe NaXKmke Ce MOKJIamkallo lbeHOM I10JI0XKajy U CTaBy IIpe-
Ma OCTa/IUM 4WwiaHullaMa y CaBesy LieHTpaJaHUX cuia. Kaga je dua
ped o Cpduju, LITO Cy pe3yITaTy aHaIM3e HeBOCMUCIIEHO TOTBPAM-
ay, Iu [apu3ueH je Mrcao 3aHeMap/bMBO Majlo, TOTOBO HEIPUMeT-
HO, y OJHOCYy Ha CBe Jpyre, MHOIO 3aCTyIl/b€HUje, U3BElITaje O
NUTakNUMa U JiellaBamkrMa y Beslmkom party. JIUCT je MCK/bY4IUBO 3a-
HMMaJia JIOjaJIHOCT U J0C/IeAHOCT Cpduje y M3BplIaBamy BOjHUX U
HOJIUTUYKMX 00aBe3a, Koje Cy CaBe3HULY Off Hbe OUeKUBAJIH. [IpyruM
MUTakMMa je Masio MPUAaBao 3Havaj. 300r Tora ce y jaBHOCTU HUje
MHOTO 4yJIO O IT0JIOXajy CPIICKOT HapoJia MO, OKYIIalijOM U CTalby
CPIICKUX 3apod/beHHKA y JIoroprMa LleHTpanHuxX cua.

Cpbuja, Basnkancko paruurre; [Tiuu [lapusuen (Le Petit Parisien); Benuku
pat; 1917. roguHa.
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