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Abstract: This paper analyses the travelling of the Serbian
citizens during the Nazi occupation. The special emphasis is
placed on the travelling of the members of the Serbian middle
class. It deals with different aspects of the issue: the restric-
tions imposed by the occupier, symbolically expressed through
ausweis (personal documents, passes, and permits), guards
and borders, motives for travelling, organization and security
problems, types and forms of travelling, the structure of the
citizens-travellers and the like. It also points to the difference
between travelling within the borders of the country and trav-
elling abroad.
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Under the pressure of the war and occupation in Serbia in 1941,
the daily life of the Serbian middle class as well as of all other layers of Ser-
bian society fundamentally changed, just as it was the case in other parts
of Europe under the domination of Nazi Germany. These changes also af-
fected the field of travelling. The occupation changed both the travelling
conditions and motives for travelling while the travelling itself became
even more significant. When compared to the pre-war period, it became

*  Thisarticle has been written within the framework of the scholarly project Serbs and
Serbia in the Yugoslav and International Context: Internal Development and Position
within European/Global Community (No 47027), financed by the Minisry of Educa-
tion, Science and Technological Development Republic of Serbia.
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more difficult, more demanding and uncertain. [t required extensive plan-
ning and overcoming of numerous restrictions and limitations imposed
by the occupier and local authorities under occupation. The established
borders were not only physical, political, ideological, spiritual, adminis-
trative and normative, but also time-related and symbolic.* Piero Zanini
said they also “marked aline between what could and could not be known,
said or done; between what could be overcome, and what must not even
be approached; between order, on one hand, and disorder on the other.”
During the years of occupation, the borders changed to suit the occupiers’
needs, like the time borders, which determined the time for free move-
ment or political border(s) between German allies in Yugoslavia, i.e. Ser-
bia. The territory of Serbia was divided into four parts which were an-
nexed to the occupation zones under the administration of [taly, Hungary,
Bulgaria and Germany. Italy took most of Kosovo and Metohija, and later
annexed them to a creation called “Greater Albania”; Hungary occupied
and annexed Baranja and Backa, and in October 1941, a newly established
puppet state, the Independent State of Croatia (NDH) included the ter-
ritory all the way to Zemun. The Greater Bulgaria annexed eastern and
southern parts of Serbia with districts of Pirot, Vranje and Leskovac. The
German occupation zone included the rest of Serbia: Banat, Kosovska Mi-
trovica district and two counties of the former Novi Pazar sandzak, as well
as eastern Srem and Zemun. Thus, Serbia found itself in narrow, pre-1912
borders, under the strict regime of military administration, being obliged
to pay contributions to the occupier and support the German occupation
administration.? In such a controlled area, the life of the Serbian middle
class, as well as of other layers of society, was marked by the prohibition
of organized gatherings in the streets, such as public manifestations, pa-
rades and group marches (without the permission of a German command-
er), the ban of listening to foreign radio stations, participation and work in
political cultural, sports and other associations, as well as the ban of agita-
tion, tearing of occupier’s posters and pamphlets, and insulting the mem-
bers of Vermaht, not to forget the forced labour, curfew, shooting anyone
carrying arms or giving resistance to German forces, revenge for killing or

1  More on borders: Pjero Zanini, Znacenja granice: prirodna, istorijska i duhovna
odredenja, (Beograd: Clio, 2002).

2 Ibid, 16.

3 Branko Petranovi¢, Srbija u Drugom svetskom ratu 1939-1945, (Beograd: Vojnoiz-
davacki i novinski centar, 1992),111-113.
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wounding the German soldiers, shortage of basic foodstuffs, “black mar-
ket”, resistance and multiple civil war, the collaboration of a number of cit-
izens with the occupier, the existence of agents, spies, riots, robberies and
murders for personal and family reasons, etc.* To move and travel under
such conditions, the citizens needed a permit, which was issued by the oc-
cupier and Serbian authorities under the occupation. The permit was nec-
essary if one wanted to cross the border between occupation zones, but it
was also required for travelling from one district to another or from one
municipality to another. It was not easy to get a permit to travel, or a per-
mit for more or less unhindered movement, or as the Germans called it -
ausweis. It was equally difficult to get a permit issued by the Serbian au-
thorities, which was called a travel permit. In this way, the occupation and
local authorities controlled the travelling, as well as other life segments
of the Serbian citizens. This was done not only by controlling their move-
ment, but also by controlling traffic communications and means of trans-
port. Therefore, the travelling of the Serbian middle class, as well as of
other citizens, no matter if it was within the country or abroad, was un-
der strict supervision. These political and administrative restrictions and
control of movement should be added the variability of the military secu-
rity situation or the material possibilities of the citizens themselves. They
mostly travelled within the territory of Serbia under occupation, but also
wentabroad. Both types of travelling, as before the war, had their own spe-
cificities, which became even more pronounced under the war conditions.
That is why they will be analysed separately. In case of travelling abroad,
the paper will focus on the part of the road until the exit from the country.

However, these difficulties did not prevent the Serbian middle
class from travelling nor did they diminish their desire and need to travel
during the war period. They certainly did not travel without a strong rea-
son. The reasons were similar to those before the war, but yet somehow
different. Some of them travelled for work, others to get foodstuffs or med-
ical treatment, some to escape from German or Serbian police pursuits, or
simply because they wanted to move to a safer place. They even seemed
to have travelled much more than before the war. Occasionally, it seemed
the whole country was on the move. One contemporary noted that in the
summer of 1941 the trains were “so crowded, that the German troops had
to interfere and remove the redundant passengers, who hang from trains

4 Ibid, 132-133.
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justlike from the trams in Belgrade some time before”.> Perhaps the expla-
nation lies in the fact that, due to the control of traffic and the movement
of people, it was much more spoken and written about. Different reports,
newspaper articles, and memories regularly pointed out that the trains,
ships and other means of transportation were packed with passengers.®
Some photographs dating from August 1943 testify of massive crowds at
the Belgrade railway station. They show a number of travellers waiting
for transport, while a large number of them could be seen on the roofs of
freight trains. Among the passengers, there were peasants dressed in tra-
ditional costumes, middle class citizens wearing suits, as well as occupa-
tion officers in uniforms.”

Neither the middle-class nor other citizens in Serbia expected to
travel safely and smoothly during the war period. This uncertainty was
particularly noticeable during the uprising in the summer and autumn
of 1941 when the travelling was disturbed and threatened by the attacks
of the members of resistance movements to all traffic communications.
To secure military and economic goals, the German occupation author-
ities forbade the passenger traffic in favour of freight traffic on Serbian
railways.® This measure was also justified by the Serbian authorities, who
used the situation to denote the communists as the main culprits. Certain
newspaper articles included a framed message of the following content:
“If you cannot visit your family in the country, blame the communists, be-
cause they are obstructing normal traffic”? Apart from the main railway,
which functioned only from time to time, other routes did not function at
all due to numerous sabotages. Belgrade was almost completely detached
from the inland. The traffic on the railway between Belgrade and Valjevo

5  Archives of Yugoslavia (Arhiv Jugoslavije - AJ), Emigrant Government of the King-
dom of Yugoslavia (Emigrantska vlada Kraljevine Jugoslavije - EV) (103), 158-574,
W3BeTaj Jleserata KpameBcke Biaze 3a biincku v Cpeiis1 UCTOK O CTakby Y 3€MJbU
- [lornpexncennuky Biazge Cio6omaH JoBaHnoBuhy, Llapurpag, 27.10.1941.

6  ,IlyTHuuky u TepeTHH caobpahaj ycrnocTaBsbeH ca yHyTpawmouhy*, Hoso epeme,
18.12. 1941, 5; M. C,, ,Kagx ce lllaban nmpetBapa y beorpan®, Cpncku Hapod, 24. 10.
1942,9.

7  bBumana Cranuh, ®omoepaguje Pume Mapjanosuha 1941-1944, (Beorpaa: Mysej
rpazga beorpaza, 2011), 165.

8  /lueBHHM wu3BemTaj OGaBelITajHOT ofie/berha KoMaHZaHTa OpyKaHHMX CHara Ha
Jyroucroky oz 1. HoBeMm6pa 1941 - BpxoBHoj koManau BepmaxTa o 6op6ama npo-
TUB napTtusaHa y Cp6uju u Bocau u o o6octpanum ry6unuma, 1. 11. 1941, Zbornik
dokumenta i podataka o narodnooslobodilackom ratu naroda Jugoslavije (Zbornik
NOR-a), XII-1, (Beograd: Vojnoistorijski institut, 1973), 558.

9  Hoeospeme, 20.10.1941, 3; [loHedesmak, 3. 11. 1941, 4.
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in particular, was interrupted for a long time, and it was not until the mid-
dle of October 1941 that the traffic and travelling were enabled again.'’
The circumstances were not much different on the railway from Belgrade
towards Cacak and UZice, which was more than two months under the
control of the rebels. A number of bridges were destroyed on the Mora-
va River, near Mala Krsna, Stala¢, and Jagodina; numerous bridges on the
line Belgrade - Sarajevo, were also destroyed, as well as the facilities on
the railway Stala¢ - Uzice.'! Railway stations and trains were often un-
der attack. The lives of passengers on passenger trains were also in dan-
ger.!? The roads were not safe either. They were destroyed, too. There-
fore, according to the knowledge of a contemporary, probably shaped by
unreliability and exaggerations, the German artillery regiment took ten
days to cross fifty kilometres from Mladenovac to Belgrade.'® Travelling
by ship was not advisable either. The rebels would force the passengers
to leave the ships and then sink them.!* The middle-class members who
had to travel or wanted to leave the regions under the control of the rebels
travelled the way they could and knew. A good example was the travel of
Stevan Zuti¢, the acting chief of financial department in UZice. On sever-
al occasions, he tried to leave the territory under the control of rebels and

10 U3sBewrraj 342. nemaaujcke auBu3uje of 1. HoBeMOGpa 1941 - OnyHomoheHOM
KOoMaH/IaHTy ¥ Cp6HUjH 0 BOjHO-NIOJIMTUYKO] CUTYalMjH KO/ TAPTU3aHCKUX CHAara u
Koz yeTHUKA /Ipaxke Muxaunsnosuha y pejony BasbeBo - JIo3HHUIa, capa/ilby ca deT-
HuiuMa Kocre [ehanna v 3apo6/eHUM HeMayKuM BojHUIIMMa, 1. 11. 1941, Zbornik
NOR-a, X1I-1, 569.

11 AJ, 103-116-433, 3anaxamwa npu nyty of beorpaga pno Lapurpaga, 1942. For
more information, see: [leTHaecTofHeBHU H3BelTaj BojHOmpuBpenHOTr mTaba
Jyroucrokaon 19.09.1941 - BpxoBHOj KOMaHAu BepMaxTa 0 ke/1e3HUYKOM, peYHOM
Y nyTHOM cao6pahajy Ha Teputopuju Cp6uje, 3emyH, 19.9. 1941, Zbornik NOR-a, X11-
1,419-422.

12 U3Bemrraj 342. nemaaujcke auBusuje of 1. HoBeMOpa 1941 - OnyHomoheHOM
KoMaH/IaHTy ¥ Cp6ujH 0 BOjHO-MIOJIMTUYKO] CUTYalUjH KO/ TAPTU3aHCKUX CHAara u
Koz yeTHUKA /Ipaxke Muxaunnosuha y pejoHy BasbeBo - JIo3HHUIa, capa/ilby ca deT-
HuiuMa Kocre [ehanna v 3apo6/peHUM HeMayKuM BojHUIIMMa, 1. 11. 1941, Zbornik
NOR-a, X1I-1, 569.

13 AJ, 103-116-433, 3anaxamwa npu nyty ox Beorpazga no Lapurpazga, 1942. - The
above mentioned contemporary said it seemed that the distance between these two
places was greater and that it was about eighty kilometers (Ibid.).

14 /[lueBHu u3BewTaj O6aBeluTajHOT o/ie/beba KoMaHjaHTa Opy»KaHUX CHara Ha Jyro-
ncToky of 1. centem6pa 1941 - BpxoBHOj KoMaH 11 BepMaxTa 0 akiMjaMma napTusaHa
Ha TepuTopuju CpOuje U o mpoTuBMepama, 2. 9. 1941, Zbornik NOR-q, X11-1, 346-347;
[leTHaecTogHeBHU M3BelTaj BojHOompuBpeaHOr mrrada jyroucroka oz ox 19. cem-
TeM6pa 1941 - BpxoBHOj KoMaHU BepmaxTa 0 »esJle3HHYKOM, PEYHOM U MyTHOM
cao6pahajy Ha Teputopuju Cp6uje, 3emyH, 19.9.1941, Zbornik NOR-a, X11-1,419-422.
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return to Belgrade, but was stopped and arrested each time either by the
Partisans or Chetniks (members of the Ravna Gora Movement). The ar-
rests also included examining and proving the ideological-political stance,
and the travelling itself included a series of dangers that jeopardized life.
At one moment, at the beginning of October 1941, he arrived partly by
train and partly on foot to the place between Ca¢ak and Kragujevac where
he was arrested again by Chetniks, and taken to UzZice, which he left only
after the fall of the uprising, at the end of November 1941.%

After the fall of the uprising in late 1941, the traffic was normal-
ized and the citizens were able to start travelling regularly.’® The traf-
fic, travelling and the safety of passengers were still disturbed by rebel
groups or robbing parties, but never again to such an extent as in the au-
tumn of 1941. The middle class still had to cope with uncertainties and
difficulties of travelling. They were least concerned about the travelling
comfort. It was important to reach the desired destination, finish what
was planned and come back safely. Zvonimir Vuckovi¢ wrote about the
fear of passengers on trains attacked by Chetniks, between Belgrade and
Cacak in the second half of 1942. It was not just a fear of Chetniks, but also
the fear of the repression of the occupiers, because of taking away or in-
juring the German soldiers. On one occasion, when, after a train-attack,
only German troops were taken away and other passengers released, they
were relieved because they realized that nothing would happen to them.!”
However, there were cases when the fears of passengers became reality.
Thus, in an armed attack on a passenger train from NiS to Zajecar, a group
of communists wounded a woman who travelled to Zajecar.’® Those who
travelled by car also had hard time. Although a car was comfortable as
a means of transport, it was not safe because it was often used by local
pro-occupiers (government officials, businessmen, etc.) and attacked by

15 Military Archives (Vojni arhiv - VA), Nedi¢ Archives (Nedi¢eva arhiva - Nda), 20-4-
44, 3anucHuk cacaymama CreBaHa JKyrtuha, Bumer cekperapa MunHHcTapcTBa
¢duHaHCHja U B. /1., HAYeJTHUKA GUHAHCHjCKOT oZiesbera baHcke ynpase /lyHaBcke
G6aHOBUHe Yy YxuLy off 24. nenem6pa 1941.

16 ,IlyTHu4YKM U TepeTHHU caobpahaj ycnocraBsbeH ca yHyTpawmwoirhy”, Hogo epeme,
18.12.1941,5.

17 3Bonumup Byukosuh, Ceharba us pama, (Kparyjesau; [lorneau, 2001), 246-247.

18 /[ipxaBuu Tesnerpam Komanze C/C, 3ajevap - Komangauty C/IC (OnuTe oze/berbe
- Orcek JB) - Beorpag, Komangauty Humke o6sactu C/IC - Hu, 3ajevap, 11. 8.
1943, H3sewmaju Heduhese admunucmpayuje u Cpncke dpscagHe cmpadice 3a OKpye
3ajeuapcku 1943-1944, 2, npupenuo boxxuzpap baiarojesuh, (Herotun: cropujcku
apxuB HeroTuH - 3ajeyap: Uctopujcku apxuB ,TuMouka kpajuna“, 2007), 163.
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the members of the resistance movements. In the first months of the occu-
pation, Teokarevi¢ brothers, the industrialists, who were shot while driv-
inga car, felt this on their own skin.* It should also be noted that it was not
unusual that, after leaving a train or a bus, the passengers were attacked
by the groups of robbers.

The attacks on traffic communications were not the only problem
that made the travelling difficult. Due to new political and administrative
borders Serbian citizens had to change the way of travelling. For example,
after the border with the Independent State of Croatia was introduced, the
citizens of Sabac were notable to travel by train to Belgrade, because it was
leaving from the village Klenak, which belonged to the Independent State
of Croatia. Therefore, during the occupation, they were forced to travel by
cargo boats. In case of alow water level, they travelled by cart over Obren-
ovac, which had become very expensive since the beginning of the occupa-
tion.?’ Every interruption of traffic between Belgrade and Sabac meant not
only the lack of newspapers, information and other necessities, but also
a kind of isolation of the city, which further encouraged the rumours and
unreliable news. At the same time, the Belgraders who found themselves
in Sabac had to stay longer than they planned and pay for their stay, which
significantly reduced their funds.?! Those who wanted to travel from Bel-
grade to Zemun were also faced with problems. In the summer of 1941
they were issued border passes, and since October 1941, when Zemun be-
came a part of the Independent State of Croatia, border passes in the form
of permanentand daily permits for business travels or for family visits and
meetings. They were issued by the Serbian authorities, with the consent
ofthe German administration. One could reach Zemun by train, on foot, by
ship or raft.?2 Citizens who needed to cross the administrative border with
Banatalso experienced certain difficulties. They had to walk over the pon-
toon bridge or travel by boats, which crossed the Danube several times a
day. Permits for crossing the river were granted by the German adminis-

19 A, 103-5-51, U3Bewrraj Musoma Cekysnnha o cramy y Jyrocnasuju - Komurety
MUHHCTapa 3a nponaraday, JIougoH, mos. 6p. 257,19.11.1941.

20 T'puropwje-Imuma Ba6osuh, Jnesnuk 1941-1945, (Pyma: Cprcka kmura - [labamn:
[nac [oxpuma, 2005), 3abenemka of 15. Maja 1941, 68, 3abesnemka oz 10. centeM-
6pa 1941, 123-124.

21 Ibid., 3a6enemka ox 10. cenTem6pa 1941, 128.

22 VYpepba o npuBpeMeHOM ypehemy Masor rpaHUYHOT TpoMeTa u3Mehy norpaHuyHe
3oHe Beorpay ca jefHe ¥ morpaHuyHe 30He 3eMyH, 0JHOCHO 30He HcToyHor CpeMa
c ipyre crpase, 9. 10. 1941, /lucm ypeda6a 3anosednuka Cpbuje, 6p. 21, 10.10. 1941;
Hoeo speme, 10.10. 1941, 4.
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tration, and for walking over the bridge by the Serbian police authorities.?
As the time passed, the citizens wanted to visit their property more often
and to get foodstuffs and to avoid the guards and controls, so they started
using illegal crossings over the Danube River.2*

Anyway, during and after suppressing the resistance, the German
occupation and Serbian authorities significantly restricted the travelling
conditions. New measures were introduced: clearing the ground around
railway tracks, rail guards, traffic control by the Serbian police on the main
tracks; wagons and trains were equipped with machine guns, handled by
German troops.?® The railway protection south from Ni$ was taken over
by Bulgarian forces.?® Beside ID cards, the middle-class as well as other
citizens who travelled, needed permission for travelling (“special trav-
el permits”). Initially, citizens were allowed to travel only with personal
documents and passes.?” However, since 1942, no one was able to travel
withouta special travel permit. Those who arrived after the beginning of a
police hour, also faced difficulties. They were not allowed to leave the rail-
way or bus station without a pass. In the first months of occupation, they
had to spend a night at the station or get a permit of the German admin-
istration at the station, if they lived in that place, so they could go home.?

23 Hoeospeme, 20.6.1941, 6.

24 There were six illegal crossings: several crossings in Visnjica, Veliki selo, Vinca, Ri-
topek, Grocka and several crossings between Grocka and Smederevo (Historical ar-
chive of Belgrade (Istorijski Arhiv Beograda - IAB), Administration of the City of
Belgrade (Uprava grada Beograda — UGB), Special Police (Specijalna policija - SP),
k-141/17,U3Bewrtaj V kBapta YI'E - YnpaBu rpasa beorpaza, Onesbemy crienyjaite
nosvnnyje, 25.2.1943).

25 Meceuynu usBentaj OnepatuBHor ofes/berba KomanzaanTa Cp6uje of 5. 09. 1941. o
akKIyjaMa mapTy3aHa U [iejCTBHMa CONCTBEHHUX jeIMHUIA Ha TepuTopuju Cpbuje, 5.
9. 1941, Zbornik NOR-a, XII-1, 358; A], 103-158-574, U3BewTaj KpasbeBckor gese-
rata 3a bsincku v Cpenwu Uctok - [lpeacennuky Bnage, Lapurpag, 21. 10. 1941;
Archive of Serbia (Arhiv Srbije - AS), Ministry of National Economy (Ministarstvo
narodne ekonomije - G5), f-2, Ypen6a koja ce ogHoCH Ha 3amITUTY caobpahaja Ha
cao6pahajHuM IMyTeBUMa M KeJIe3BHUYKUM JIMHHMjaMa, 6. 11. 1941; VA, Nda, 28-5-
30, UsBemTaj MuHKCTapCTBa YHYTpallkbUxX nocyioBa, Komanzaa Cpricke gpkaBHe
crpaxe, Ofe/beme 6e306enHocT - KomanzmanTy Beorpazcke o6iacty, 6p. 2161, 4.
8. 1942; [iparan Anekcuh, [Ipuspeda Cp6uje y /Jlpyzom ceemckom pamy, (Beorpan:
MHUC, 2002), 222-223.

26 CenMoJHEBHU W3BEINTAj ONEPATUBHOr ofiesberba OmMyHOMoheHOr KOMaHZAAHTA Y
Cp6wuju oz 10. HoBeM6pa 1941 - KomaHaHTY opyaHHUX CHara Ha JyroucToKy o Boj-
HO-TIOJIMTUYKO]j cutyauuju y Cpowuju, 10. 11. 1941, Zbornik NOR-q, X11-1, 616; Anek-
cuh, [Ipuspeda Cp6uje, 223.

27 OnwmuHcke HoguHe, 8.5.1941, 3.

28 OnwmuHcke HosuHe, 18.6.1941, 3.

92



Natasa MILICEVIC AUSWEIS, GUARDS AND BORDERS: TRAVELLING OF THE MIDDLE CLASS
IN OCCUPIED SERBIA 1941-1944.

The travel permits that were introduced at the beginning of 1942, after
the fall of the uprising, were a way to limit movement. For most travellers
who wanted to cross the border of a municipality, they were issued by the
administrative and police authorities at the seat of the municipality, and
for those who wanted to leave the borders of the county, the permits were
issued by a county chief.?” However, they were not granted easily, as they
needed a confirmation of the reasons for travelling and the duration of the
journey. Thus, Dragoljub Rankovi¢, a pensioner, was denied a permit sev-
eral times when he mentioned the procurement of foodstuffs as a reasons
for travelling from Belgrade to the country.?® This practically meant that
withouta permit, the middle-class travellers were not able to cross the ad-
ministrative border of their municipality or county. Significantly simpler
and easier was a procedure for those who worked as civil servants. They
were issued the permits by the institutions in which they worked. They
did not even have problems when it comes to private reasons for travel-
ling. Furthermore, they had, as before the war, the benefits of travelling by
train, which also applied to their family members.3! For merchants, how-
ever, there was a different procedure for permit granting. With the pri-
or confirmation of the purpose of the trip, provided by the association to
which they belonged, or the Chamber, they were issued a permit by an au-
thorized police institution.3? They had the opportunity to get a “travel per-
mit” for multiple trips and for the period of up to three months.3®* Howev-

29 VA, Nda, 91-1-5, Hapen6a MuHucTapcTBa yHyTpaulmbUxX nociaoBa, Ofebeme 3a
JpKaBHY 3alITUTY — CpeckoM HadessHUKY, 6p. 11995, 19. 11. 1941; Ibid., Hapen6a
MuHHMCTapCcTBa YHYTpAIIBLUX OCJI0BA 0 06jaBaMa 3a My ToBarbe, 6p. 14736, 22. 12.
1941; O6Hoea, 25.12.1941,7.

30 CeaxodHesHu scusom nod okynayujom. Hckycmeo jednoz beozpahanura 1941-1944,
npupeauau Harama Munuhesuh u lymian Hukonujesuh, (Beorpag: UHUC, 2011),
3ab6esemka ox 14. mapta 1942, 174; 3a6enemka oz 20. anpusia 1942, 203; 3abe-
Jemrka ox 28. aBrycra 1942, 322; 3a6esnemka of 25. aBrycra 1943, 594.

31 Accordingto the railway regulations, civil servants had the right to an unlimited num-
ber of trips during the period of five years, while their family members had a bene-
fit of 24 trips. Labourers and honorary officers were entitled to six trips, as well as
members of their families (AS, Presidency of the Ministerial Council (G1), -2, AkT
Jvpeknyje ApKaBHUX Kesle3Huna - [IpeacesHUIITBY MuUHHCTapcKor caBeTa, 12.
11.1942).

32 IAB, Leather Merchants Association 1942-1943, f-64, Pacnuic u YnyTcTBo Tprous-
CKe KOMODpe o MyTHUM o6GjaBama — CBUM yzapyxewnMa y Beorpaay, 6p. 14570, 1. 9.
1942; Ibid., Caonrtewe TproBuHcke koMope — CBUM yzpyxemuma y beorpag, 6p.
14570, 8.9.1942.

33 The Chamber of Commerce and the UGB Special Police have long negotiated the con-
ditions for obtaining these permits. In the end, a rather comprehensive Guide was

93



TOKOBH UCTOPHJE 3/2017. 85-110

er, it could not have been, at least formally, used for private trips; for that
purpose, they needed an additional permit issued directly by the compe-
tent Serbian police authorities.?* However, there were periods and cities
where neither middle-class nor other citizens could get permits or trav-
el. Thus, in the second half of 1942, the Belgraders received information
that the police would not issue permits, exceptin “special, emergency cas-
esand under very strict conditions”; therefore, many were forced to travel
even if they did not plan, to use the existing permits to finish some work.3
Bulgarian military authorities, who did not recognize travel permits is-
sued by the Serbian authorities, caused a whole bunch of problems. Thus,
the citizens of KurSumlija could not get on train or leave the city if travel
permits were not issued by the Bulgarian authorities, which, according to
the agreement with the German administration, were not authorized to
exercise police power.®

Most members of the middle class travelled for private purposes.
This type of travelling included: buying foodstuffs, visiting relatives and
family in the country or other towns, visiting property, going to a spa for
medical treatment or rest, and the like. Considering the available sources,
these travels were very numerous and frequent. However, the travelling
for the acquisition of food stood out. Even when the main purpose of the
trip was private or business, the food supply had a priority. Under the con-
ditions of scarcity and poverty, it was an urgent need. That is why a sen-
ior official at the Ministry of Transport had to justify himself when control
took away the food supplies from him. He said: “In the spare time, | was
very often forced to travel to the country” in order to get supplies.3” There-

issued, listing all those who could get a travel permit with a three-month validity
period. For example, they could have been issued to the members of the Steering
Committees, company or shopkeepers, managers and employees, etc. (IAB, Leather
Merchants Association 1942-1943, f-64, Pacniuc u YnytcTBo TproBuHcKe KoMOpe 0
MyTHUM o6jaBaMa - CBUM yzapykewumMa y beorpany, 6p. 14570, 1.9.1942).

34 1AB, Leather Merchants Association 1942-1943, f-64, CaonmTerwne TproBuHCKe
koMope - CBUM yzapyxewuma y beorpazy, 6p. 14570, 8.9.1942.

35 Muagen XKyjoBuh, PamHu dnesHuk 2. Jyeocaasuja y I ceemckom pamy, (jyH 1942-
anpus 1944), npupenuna Teomopa XKyjoBuh, (Bpmwauka bawa: UHTEpKINMa-rpa-
¢duka, 2004), 3abenemka of 24. 8.1942, 44.

36 AS, Serbian State Commission for Determining Crimes of the Occupiers and Their
Assistants (Zemaljska komisija Srbije za utvrdivanje zlo¢ina okupatora i njihovih
pomagaca - G25), f-16, Ynpasa nosnunuje y Humy - MUHHCTapCTBY YHYTPaLIBUX
nocJsioBa, OZiesbery piKaBHeE 3aIUTHTE, 26. 5. 1942.

37 VA,Nda, 20A-6-46, Mon6a uHr. [lparytruna B. Mapuha - Munuctpy cao6pahaja, 3. 6.
1942.
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fore, anyone who had the opportunity to travel, used this opportunity to
buy and bring the necessary foodstuffs. However, German police authori-
ties did not miss this fact. Because of the frequent trips of officials for pri-
vate purposes, primarily the food supply, they sharply reprimanded the
local authorities.3®

Very often, travelling was not pleasant at all. In mid-September
1942, Mladen Zujovi¢ recorded that it was “areal torture to travel” by train
“because it was overloaded with onions, plums, potatoes, beans and a few
kilograms of hidden flour”.** Even worse was on small private ships and
ships with a barge.*® They were regularly crowded with passengers, so
it was difficult to spend twelve hours, for example, travelling from Bel-
grade to Sabac (105 km).*! Sometimes, the cargo ships would drift. Then,
the trips lasted even longer. For Belgraders, who most often visited Sabac
on weekends, the way back was much more difficult because they were
carrying sacks, backpacks and bags filled with food, and there was much
less space.*? Some middle-class members who travelled from Obrenovac
to Belgrade were packed in cattle wagons, which were freezing during the
winter period.*® However, this hardly exhausted all the difficulties and
traps of travelling. It was necessary to pass different types of guards and
controls before, during and after the journey. The way back, in particular,
could last for hours, as permits and quantity of foods were checked, not
only by Serbian “tax collectors”, but also by the German administration.**
After that, passengers were often left with no food and no money for new
travels. Serbian middle class was exposed to other hazards, as well; one
could never know who was sitting nearby and could hear an insufficiently
cautious conversation between the travellers. Many diligent police agents
or other citizens favouring the government of Milan Nedi¢ used the oppor-

38 AS, G5, f-razno, AKT MuHHCcTapcTBa HapoAHe IpUBpese - Ofesbery 3a UHAYCTPH]Y U
3aHaTCTBO, OB. 6p. 143, 14.9.1943.

39 XKyjoBuh, Pamnu dnesHuk 2, 3abenemka og 27. janyapa 1942, 57.

40 They were significant for travelers who went to Zemun, Sabac, Panéevo, Smederevo,
Donji Milanovac (Hoso epeme: 16.5.1941, 6; 17.5.1941, 6; 9. 10. 1941, 5).

41 M.C, ,Kag ce llaban npetBapa y Beorpan’, Cpncku Hapod, 24. 10. 1942, 9; Musom
MockossbeBuh, /lHeBHUK 1916-1968, Kib. 4, npupehuBay Momuniio Ucuh, pykomnuc,
3a6esemka on 14. HoBeM6pa 1943.

42 Ibid.

43 ba6osuh, [JHesHuk, 3abenemka ox 27. janyapa 1942, 308.

44 VA, Nda, 59-5-5, YnyTcTBO YnpaBe rpazia beorpaja 3a ciy»x6y MOJIMIHjCKUX CTpa-
»Kapa y [[uJby cy36ujamba KOMYHUCTHUYKE U ApyTe pa3opHe akuuje - CBUM jeMHU-
[jaMa [oJIMIHjCcKe cTpake YrpaBe rpaja beorpaaa, ctp. 6p. 10/41,9. 1. 1942; XKyjo-
Buh, PamHu dHesHuk 2, 3abesemika of 15. centem6pa 1942, 57.
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tunity to report this.*> The middle-class travellers could also witness the
incidents between members of the Serbian State Guard, volunteers and
Chetniks at the railway stations or on trains including gun pulling which
inevitably caused fear and panic among the passengers.*® The citizens
who travelled for official or business reasons had similar experiences, ex-
cept for the control. The exception were the journeys of the officials, espe-
cially those who occupied high positions in the local administration under
occupation, as they were politically driven and carried out mainly by cars.

However, the middle-class members still travelled for rest and
medical treatment, just as they did before the war. This type of travel de-
pended on financial capability. That is why they most often went to vis-
it relatives or friends in the country. It was both cheaper and more use-
ful. Those who had to or had money also visited spa resorts in the country.
Some media promoted certain spas, emphasizing their importance for
rest and treatment of certain diseases. An associate of the newspaper
Novo vreme stressed that it may not be appropriate to talk about tourist
travel and tourism under occupation conditions, but that it was useful for
the “state” and the population. He considered that travelling should not
have been perceived as “caprice and luxury” practiced by wealthy indi-
viduals, but as a need of a “working man” for a break from everyday work
and effort and a need to spend some time leisurely. He said one should
take Germany as an example, where the organization “Kraft durch Freude”
(Strength through Joy) systematically popularized the importance of trav-
elling, going to other places and vacations.*” Although the imposition of
this topic in the Serbian public was not unusual, taking Germany as an ex-
ample could have enticed the researchers. In his analysis of the mass cul-

45 Police agent Mirko Diki¢ reported Branislava Suti¢ from Belgrade due to an unfa-
vorable comment on the personality of Milan Nedi¢. According to the report, when
she saw the picture of Prime Minister Milan Nedi¢ in the newspaper, she allegedly
said: “This man is bad luck whenever I see him”. Because she offended the personali-
ty of the Serbian Prime Minister, she was fined by the Special Police Department with
ten days’ imprisonment (VA, Nda, 131-3-4, [IpujaBa npotuB Mupka bukuha, 10.
1. 1943; Ibid., 3anucHuk cacnymama bpanucnaee lllytuh y Opememy cienujaine
nosvnuje YI'B, 16. 1. 1943; Ibid., [Ipecyna Opememwa cnenujande noavnyje YI'b
npotuB Bpanucnase llyTuh, 6p. 390, 16. 1. 1943).

46 VA, Nda, 26-10-2, V3Bewrtaj komaHgupa OziesbKa cTpaxe Kese3HHUKe 6e36e[HO-
ctu u3 KpyuieBua o n3asuBamwy MaHUKe Y MyTHUYKOM BO3Y NMyLjalkbeM U3 MyllakKa
oJ1 cTpaHe fo6poBosbana - [IpeacesnuuTBy MuHncTapckor caBeta 1 KomanzganTy
jaBHe 6e36emHOCTH, 12.10.1943.

47 Wnx. Patomup CredanoBuh, ,OprannsoBame Typusmay Cpouju’, Hogo apeme, 17. 6.
1941, 3.
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ture, Kaspar Maase devoted a lot of attention to this issue. In addition to
other activities, he said, the aforementioned organization arranged trav-
els and trips at affordable prices for deprived workers and clerks, thus giv-
ing the Nazi an important instrument of control and indoctrination of in-
dividuals who could never, by then, organize their leisure time that way.*®
Somewhat similar model was used in Serbia under German occupation.
Soon, the spas were advertised as a new tourist destination. One of them
offered “the most comfortable” stay in the famous hotel “Sotirovi¢” in Vrn-
jacka Banja.*” By the end of June 1941, there were seven times less visi-
tors in Vrnjacka Banja than in the previous year.*® Given the political and
other circumstances that prevailed in Banja, it was understandable. The
author of the article about this well-known and popular tourist destina-
tion emphasized that the conditions were not so favourable, especially if
compared to the previous years. The offer of entertainment programme
was poor. There was no more music until late into the night; instead, there
were silence and peace and for those who wanted to come and rest or be
treated, there were still a library and cinema.> According to an advertise-
ment, as early as in September 1941, just at the moment of the Uprising, it
seemed that the offer in Vrnjacka Banja became much better: from treat-
ment conditions over food and good accommodation to good traffic con-
nections.>? Although it was somewhat surprising, it also testified of the
tendency not to disturb the public and incite anti-occupational mood. The
following year, the situation improved and the spas regained popularity
and increased the number of visitors.>® Special attention was paid to Niska
and Soko Banja, as places for rest and treatment. The report of July 1942
shows that NiSka and Soko Banja, despite being expensive, were “full of
guests” and that “guests were full of money”. They hosted “many retired
and active high-ranking officials of the Serbian state government”, who
acted quite extravagantly. They did not mind the fact that their behaviour
influenced the “incredible increase” in prices of foodstuffs. This upset the
officials responsible for suppressing the black market. They were even

48 Kaspar Maze, Bezgrani¢na zabava: uspon masovne kulture 1859-1970, (Beograd:
Sluzbeni glasnik, 2008), 139-144.

49 Hoeospeme, 29.6.1941, 7.

50 This meantthere were over 500 visitors (Ibid).

51 Ibid.

52 Hosoepeme, 4.9.1941,7.

53 Hosoepeme,31.5.1942, 6.
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asked to “turn a blind eye” during the season.>* At about the same time,
writers Ivo Andri¢ and Rade Drainac were in Soko Banja for the treatment
and rest. In his diary, Ivo Andri¢ noted that this region relieved problems
with eyes, bones and blood circulation.®® Unlike him, poet Rade Drainac,
who suffered a severe form of tuberculosis, was forced to stay in the centre
for treatment of this illness on Ozren Mountain for a long time. ¢
Members of Serbian middle class also travelled to escape the per-
secution of German and Serbian authorities and to flee to a safer place or
go to the “forest” and join the partisan and Ravna Gora movements of re-
sistance. The intention of this paper is not to discuss them in detail, they
have already been written about, especially about the few citizens of Jew-
ish origin,*” who fled from the cities. There was also a small group of mid-
dle-class travellers known to the German occupation and Serbian author-
ities by its communistand leftistideas.*® However, it should be pointed out
that their experience of organizing the journey itself and the route was dif-
ferent compared to that of previously mentioned middle-class travellers.
Their lives were endangered because of their origin or previously known
or recognized ideological determination, and for them the journey was a
way to survive and continue the struggle. They could not travel without a
fake ID and identity change, nor could they get on and offa passenger train.
They could have been easily recognized or not pass the document control.
Therefore, each successful check and passage was a moment when the
fear turned to relief and a new hope of salvation. At the same time, getting

54 AS, Commissariat for Prices and Wages (Komesarijat za cene i nadnice - G6), f-119,
[Ipersies OKpy>KHUX Ha4eTHUKA O CTakby Ha30pa Ha/l LleHaMa M LieHe 6ep3e y Mecelly
jyny 1942,

55 Ipeapar [lanaBectpa, ,AuapuheB fHeBHUK U3 Cokobame’, Ceecke 3adycbuHe Hee
Andpuha 14/1998, (Beorpaa: 3agyx6una Use Auapuha, 1998), 19-25.

56 Ibid.

57 For more information, see: Musan PuctroBuh, ,[IporomeHn 1 lbUXOBU caydeCHULIU:
cosingapHoct v nomoh JeBpejuma y Cpouju 1941-1944“ Hapaeacko-cpncka HayuHa
pasMmeHa y npoy4asarsy xo/10Kycma, 360pHUK paZioBa C HAYYHOT CKyIa, JepycaluM
- Jap Bamewm, 15-20. jyuu 2006 = Israeli-Serbian academic exchange in holokaust
research, Collection of paper from the academic conference, Jerusalem - Yad Vashem,
15-20. june 2006, l'ogummak Myseja )xpTaBa reHOIHA - TEMATCKHU 6poj, yp. JoBaH
Mupkosuh, (beorpaa: MysejxptaBa reHounsa, 2008), 169-208; Musian Puctosuh,
Y nompasu 3a ymouuwmen. JyzocaoeeHcku Jespeju y 6ekcmay 00 xonokaycma 1941-
1945, (beorpap: Cnyx6enu iuct CPJ, 1998).

58 An excellent description of the atmosphere in the country through the train journey
in 1941 was given by Petar Ristanovi¢: [letap Pucranosuh, ,Yxuuka peny6anka y
MeMoapucTunu®, Bojuoucmopujcku eaacuux 2/2010,115-139.
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on a train was burdened with concern for those who stayed. Mitra Mitro-
vi¢ remembered that she thought that her mother might not see her alive
ever again, while Gojko Nikoli$ thought of a pregnant wife, brothers and
sisters.’® The communists were aware of the fact that by joining combat
units, they exposed their closest relatives to possible arrests as hostag-
es, but also that they might never see them again. However, one could still
leave the city through “side channels” and avoid administration checks.
Some stations did not have police controls. Therefore, one could get off on
that station and walk to the next where there was no control and get on the
train again. Belgrade, as the most populated city was in the centre of at-
tention of local authorities, because one could easily hide there. Thus, the
Communists and their sympathizers, and all citizens who wanted to avoid
control, used the railway stations Senjak and Topcider to enter or exit Bel-
grade unnoticed. It was similar in other city centres. It seemed that the
control in local trains was minimal. In smaller towns, it was a stop just be-
fore the entry of the train into the main station.®® However, there were oth-
er “channels” through which the the middle-class communists were able
to leave Belgrade without documents. One “quite safe”, which was used by
the famous Ribnikar couple, led over Cukarica, where they were boarding
cattle wagons. Otherwise, freight trains did not fall under control, so they
were often used for the transfer of foodstuffs and the escape of those who
were “nationally unfit” and “socially dangerous”. They travelled to the next
station, then walked across the Sava River and Srem to join the Partisans.®

Travelling abroad was different from travelling within the territo-
ry of the occupied Serbia. Those who were leaving had to cross the borders
of the occupation zones, have the necessary documents, enough money,
skill and personal luck. In the first weeks of the occupation of the coun-
try, a certain number of the Serbian middle-class members, primarily of
Jewish origin, were hiding in the territories belonging to Italian, Bulgari-
an or Hungarian occupation zones, where a somewhat milder occupation
regime prevailed. Shortly after the passing of the regulations against the
Jews, they had fewer possibilities to leave the German occupation zone.
However, this possibility, with all administrative, material and securi-
ty barriers, still existed for those middle-class members who, for various
reasons, fled or left the country (seeking safer places to live, establishing

59 PucraHoBuh, ,Yxxuuka peny6iuka“, 117.

60 AS, Zbirka NOR-a (Z28), f-6, AkT HauencTBa cpe3a JaceHUUKoOr — OKpy>HOM Hadesl-
cTBy okpyra Beorpazckor, mos. 6p. 203, 6. 5. 1942.

61 Jara Ribnikar, Zivoti pri¢a I-II, (Beograd: BIGZ, 1988), 60-61.
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links with the government in exile, performing political and intelligence
tasks, health care, etc.). However, the 1941 uprising forced people to post-
pone the planned trips for safer times, due to the collapse of traffic com-
munications and train attacks.

There were two ways for travelling abroad. One way led to the
west through the Independent State of Croatia towards Italy, Spain, Portu-
gal and, in particular, Switzerland, and the other to the east over Bulgaria
to Turkey, Egypt and on.®? These countries, like in the case of Jewish refu-
gees, were, to use the words of professor Milan Ristovi¢, “transit stations.”
Travellers just wanted to pass by and leave them as quickly as they could,
but that usually was not the case.®® In both cases, journeys were linked
to numerous problems, which at first were not recognized as such, and
brought about various complicated situations. It seems that, after the oc-
cupation, the middle class members more often opted for the east direc-
tion. It was, they thought, somewhat safer and faster way out of the coun-
try and to a safer territory. Compared to the west direction, where one had
to cross several occupational zones and borders, and have a pass permit
for each one, travelling to the east meant crossing from German to Bulgar-
ian occupation zone and entering neutral Turkey. But, if they wanted to
get to Great Britain, they had to go roundabout. At the beginning of the oc-
cupation, crossing from Serbia to Bulgaria required “no documents”, not
even aticket, but only a permitissued by the German command, as record-
ed by Isak Alkalaj.®* Soon, the policy of leaving the country became much
stricter.

Travelling required special and very carefully planned prepara-
tions that could take several months. After deciding where to go, most of
the time, energy, and money was consumed for acquiring all the neces-

62 Milan Terzi¢ points to the “western” and “eastern channel”, through which informa-
tion about the situation in the country reached the Yugoslav government in London.
The “western channel” included Yugoslav diplomatic missions in Vatican, Portu-
gal, Spain, Switzerland, and Sweden, and the “eastern channel” diplomatic missions
in Turkey and Egypt. Again, this information was also gathered thanks to the Ser-
bian middle-class citizens, who, after arriving and contacting diplomatic repre-
sentatives, were asked to present their findings about the events in the country. For
more information, see: Munan Tep3uh, ,Jyrocnasuja y Bubewy KpasbeBcke Biaze
v Hamecuuitsa 1941-1945. [Iponaranzia ¥ cTBapHOCT®, (AOKTOPCKa UcepTaLyja,
Yuugep3surteT y beorpany, ®unozodcku pakynret, Ofe/beme 3a uctopujy, 2004).

63 PucroBuh, Y nompasu 3a ymouuwmenm, 161.

64 Muwtan PuctoBuh, ,U3BemTaj BpxoBHOT pabuHa JyrociaBuje gp Mcaka Ankainaja
o gorabajuma y JyrocsiaBuju of Kpaja MapTa Ao Kpaja jyHa 1941. rogune”, Tokovi
istorije 1-2/1997,192.
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sary documents, passports, visas, etc. At the end 0of 1941, a number of mid-
dle-class travellers came in contact with criminals, who promised to pro-
vide them with the necessary documents for a certain, and not so small
sum of money, without actually keeping the promise.®® There were bu-
reaus selling counterfeit documents for exit from the country. Some of the
ads in the second half of October 1941 offered help in filling out forms and
travel passports. One of the ads said “Passports for all countries - form-fill-
ing, information, and instructions. Without waiting,” and another, which
offered the forms and “filling passports for trips.”®® There were some mid-
dle-class travellers who at that time were ready to pay tens of thousands
of dinars demanded by these bureaus for forged passports with required
visas.®”” However, according to one contemporary, these documents were,
in most cases, “irregular even in form”, and often those who sold such doc-
uments were at the same time agents of the Gestapo. Citizens did not only
lose money at that time, they also ended up in prison.®® Thus, a planned
journey ended even before it started. In any case, it was necessary to find
reliable intermediaries, with good connections in German institutions.
Most often, they were lawyers or other persons related to Germans and
German administration. It can be said that issuing of such documents be-
came a very lucrative and diversified business. Already at the end of 1941,
the prices ranged from 100,000.00 to 200,000.00, only to be stabilized
at about 200,000.00 dinars in the first half of 1943.%° For this amount, in
the autumn of 1941, one could buy half of the house with one apartment
and a parcel (400 m?) in Dimitrije Tucovi¢ Boulevard, and in some cases

65 A], 103-186-653, UsBemTaj o myTy of beorpaga no JlongoHa cekperapa MuHu-
CTapCcTBa MHOCTPAHMUX nocyioBa BojucnaBa boxuha - MUHHCTapCTBY HHOCTPAHUX
nocJsioBa, JIougoH, 15. 3. 1943.

66 Hoeospeme, 18.10.1941, 9.

67 At that time, a forged Turkish passport with all necessary visas cost 80,000 dinars
(AJ, 103-186-653, U3BewTaj o myTy ox beorpaga o JlonzoHa cekpetapa MuHu-
CTapCcTBa MHOCTPAHMUX nocyioBa BojucnaBa boxuha - MUHHCTapCTBY HHOCTPAHUX
nocJsioBa, JloHzoH, 15.3.1943).

68 A], 103-186-653, UsBemTaj o myTy of beorpaga no JlongoHa cekpetapa MuHu-
CTapCcTBa MHOCTPAHMUX nocyioBa BojucnaBa boxuha - MUHHCTapCTBY HHOCTPAHUX
nocsioBa, JIouoH, 15. 3. 1943.

69 VA, EV, 162-1-21, U3BemTaj BpxoBHOT KOMaZiaHTa, HauesiHMKa mTa6a, apMHjCKOT
henepasa Borospy6a Wnmha - llpenceauuky Kpamescke Biaze [l. Cumosuhy, Kanpo
31.12.1941; AJ,103-158-574, [Ipenuc n3Bewtaja u3 Kaupa o npuirnkama y 3eMJ/bH,
JlongoH, 27. 2. 1942; AJ, 103-5-56, Tenerpam KpasseBckor [locnanctBa y Kaupy -
[IpencenuuiiTBy MUHKCTapcKor caBeTa, 10.7.1943.
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even a whole house with three apartments on the outskirts of Belgrade.”
It was also an average four-year salary of a clerk. It is therefore clear that
very few middle-class members were able to provide such alarge amount
of money for documents only. That's is why the travelling was a privilege
of the rich middle-class citizens, who, in addition to strong social ties, had
the opportunity to raise enough money to pay the lawyer and bribe Ger-
man officials, but also for the journey itself. For all travellers, and espe-
cially middle-class travellers, it was better or easier if they had a docu-
ment that showed that in the interwar period they had business and other
ties with the Germans. Of course, a degree of courage was always need-
ed in order to withstand various trials on the road. Among the travellers,
there were lawyers, journalists, industrialists, large traders, senior offi-
cials, butalso officers, as well as a few women. It should be mentioned that
prior to obtaining visas, every citizen had to obtain a testimonial of the
Belgrade City Administration that he was not of a “suspicious posture,”
which was obtained by submitting documents on the “correctness” pro-
vided by an institution or association (for example, the Chamber of Com-
merce). At the same time, the police of the Belgrade City Administration,
inquired about the person travelling. It was only after that that the mid-
dle-class travellers were allowed to apply for German permission to leave
the country and visas of other countries they had to pass through.”* They
could even, in case they did not get a Turkish visa in Belgrade, apply for it
in Sofia. For this, they needed a new mediator, whom they had to pay ex-
tra.”? For the citizens who were marked as “suspicious”, mediators played
a very important role. Let us mention, for example, the defence attorney
and the reserve air force officer Dragos Pavlicevi¢, who was arrested more
than once and actively cooperated with the resistance movement of Draza
Mihailovi¢. He could never get the necessary documents without the help
of reliable and well-positioned persons in the occupation system.”® Indus-
trialist Milan Dojcinovi¢ was an example of someone who relatively easy
and fast, in just three months, got all the permits to leave the country. In
addition to good connections and money, he had some previous business
relations with German companies. This made German administration be-

70 Hoeospeme, 26.12.1941,7-8.

71 AJ,103-158-574, [Ipenuc u3semraja u3 Kaupa o npuiaukamay semsby, JIonj0H, 27.
2.1942.

72 AJ, 103-5-56, Tenerpam Kpasmesckor [locianctBa y Kaupy - IlpeacesHUIITBY
Munuctapckor caBeta, 10.7.1943.

73 Ibid.
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lieve that he was not of anti-German orientation and facilitated the proce-
dure for obtaining the documents.”* Those who had a chance to go abroad
for medical treatment, such as Dr. Vladislav Staki¢, or were foreigners in
marital relations with the Serbian citizens living in Serbia, such as the wife
of painter Stojan Aralica, had a similar treatment. The former had to de-
liver a medical certificate, while the latter succeeded in securing the in-
tervention of diplomatic representatives of their countries.”> There were
also those citizens who were Serbian and Yugoslav citizens and used their
origin (Muslim, Turkish or Bulgarian). Thus, Sabahadin Hodzi¢, an aca-
demic painter and cartoonist in OsiSani jeZ, with the help of a Turkish con-
sul and the claim that he, as a Turk, wants to move to Turkey, acquired all
the necessary documents for departure.’® Interestingly, the members of
the middle class who legally, without paying mediators and forged docu-
ments, left the country, were “warned” that any kind of “indiscretion” on
their part and statements regarding the state in the country could have
“severe consequences” for their familiy and close relatives who stayed in
the country.”” That is why, when meeting with Yugoslav diplomatic rep-
resentatives and providing information on the situation in the country,
they asked not to mention their names. Otherwise, they travelled by train
from Belgrade to Sofia, which went only by day. As some citizens testify, at
the end of 1941, they were “packed up with passengers”, which was why
they had to buy a ticket the day before. After the break of the uprising, the
trains were guarded by German soldiers who were deployed at the begin-
ning and the end of the train and armed with machine guns, and small can-
nons. The controls at the border, as noted by the contemporaries, were
not strict, “the passports were only casually checked.””® From Sofia they
went further towards Constantinople and Ankara, and then to Cairo, from

74 AJ,103-158-574, [Ipenuc n3Bemrraja u3 Kaupa o npuimukama y 3emsbH, JIoHZ0H, 27.
2.1942.

75 AJ, 103-160-582, U3BemTaj KpasbeBckor nocsancra y CTokxoamy — MuHucTap-
cTBy nHoctpaHux nocyosa K]J, 15. 3.1942; A], 103-8-72, [Iucmo gp Bragucnasa Cra-
kuha - [Ipencennuky MunucTapckor caBeta, Musomy Tpudynosuhy, Kenesa, 20.
7.1943.

76 VA, EV, 162-1-21, UsBewiTaj [eHepanHor koH3ynata y Llapurpagy K] - Ilpencen-
HUKy KpaspeBcke Biazie, apmujckoM heHepasny Jymany CumoBuhy, 31.12. 1941.

77 A], 103-160-582, U3Bemrraj KpasmeBckor nociancTBa y CTokxoaMy — MuHucTap-
cTBy MHOCcTpaHux nocyosa KJ, 15. 3. 1942; AJ, [locranctBo KpasbeBrHe JyrociaBuje
y Croxxonmy (382), 1-3, U3BewTaj KpasbeBckor nocsnanctba y CTokxoaMy — MUHU-
crapcTBy nHocTpaHux nociosa KJ, 15. 3. 1942.

78 VA, EV, 162-1-21, U3BewTaj ['enepanHor konsynarta y lapurpaay K] - Ilpencen-
HUKy KpaspeBcke Biazie, apmujckoM heHepany Jymany CumoBuhy, 31.12. 1941.
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where some of them went on a boat and, with the British permit, reached
London.

The citizens who decided to use the western route were in a more
difficult situation because they had to get, for example, a neutral Swiss or
Portuguese permit to cross different occupation zones. But, if they want-
ed to travel to Italy, it was necessary, in addition to Germany, to have a
special approval of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the military
commander of the occupation zone, through which they passed as well as
Croatian passes issued by the diplomatic mission of NDH in Belgrade.”
Similar situation was with the German occupation zone in France, which
required the permission of the military authorities. In any case, the avail-
able examples show that for travelling to the west for the purpose of med-
ical treatment and recovery, but also for other reasons it was necessary
to have the approval of the German administration (German passport).
Some, like Dr Vojislav Staki¢, were first in Italy, and then in Switzerland to
treat a severe form of tuberculosis,® while others, such as Radmila Djukic,
a daughter of General Panta Djuki¢, went to Swiss health clinic.8! Unlike
the seriously ill Staki¢, Radmila Djuki¢ intended to reach the UK. Howev-
er, the Yugoslav government refused to help her, because it was afraid that
this would not only endanger her relatives, but that it would also influ-
ence German approval for all other citizens who later wanted to come to
the treatment and recovery.?? It is also interesting that her contacts with
a Yugoslav diplomatic representative did not remain unnoticed. The Ger-
man administration requested “to search her well” on her way back.®? It
appears that, because she travelled with a German passport, she was fol-
lowed by German representatives there. Having this in mind, it was not
surprising that Zivojin Peri¢, who came to Switzerland to see his children,
refused to meet with Yugoslav diplomat]Jurisi¢. He explained this by avery

79 A], 103-186-653, U3BemTaj o myTy of beorpaga no JlongoHa cekpetapa MuHu-
CTapCcTBa MHOCTPAHMUX nocyioBa BojucnaBa boxuha - MUHHCTapCTBY HHOCTPAHUX
nocJioBa, JIougoH, 15. 3. 1943.

80 AJ, 103-8-72, [lucmo BojucnaBa Ctakuha - Musomy TpudyHnosuhy, npesce fHUKY
MuHnucTapckor caBeTa, XKeHeBa, 20. 7. 1943.

81 AJ,103-8-72, Tenerpam IlpeaceguuiiTea MuHucTapckor caBeta — MUHUCTApCTBY
WHOCTPaHUX MOCJI0Ba, JIOHZ0H, ToB. 6p. 1063 /1X/42.

82 Ibid.

83 IAB,bxC/BdS (3anoBegHuK noinnuje 6e36eHOCTH U c1yx6e 6e36enHoCcTH/ Befehl-
schaber der Sicherheitspolizei und Sicherheitsdeist Bds), D-449, [locuje Pagmuie
Bykuh.
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comprehensive letter containing full legal interpretation of his status.®* In
addition to “ordinary” reasons - going to safer places, some citizens trav-
elled for wider political and intelligence reasons. Therefore, some of these
journeys were called missions. Among the familiar cases were the trav-
els of the rich Belgrade family Bajloni. Its members (mother, two daugh-
ters and a son), with German permits, over the Independent States of Cro-
atia and Switzerland, arrived to Portugal in October 1941. They brought a
message from DraZa Mihailovi¢, the leader of one of the resistance move-
ments, for the Yugoslav government in London.?> Their journeys, unlike
the journeys of other middle class travellers, who made their own obser-
vations on the situation in the country, had a wider political significance
in establishing the link between the resistance movements in the country
and the government in exile.

In any case, middle-class members, as well as other citizens of Ser-
bia, continued to travel under occupation - a lot. Travelling enabled them
to gather, meet and socialize as well as to exchange information, goods
and services. As before the war, the midde class travellers passed through
various public spaces - railway and bus stations, trains, roads, etc. — but
alsourban and non-urban areas. For middle-class travellers, travelling be-
came much more demanding and complex than in the period before the
war. Whoever decided to travel had to count on facing and overcoming
limitations and boundaries in order to reach the desired destination (fi-
nancial possibilities, permits, military security situation, political and ad-
ministrative boundaries, movement control regime, etc.). Among the mo-
tives, which varied, travelling for the acquisition of foodstuffs stood out.
This was a priority even when the goal of the trip was, for example, offi-
cial or business. Most often, they travelled to villages or towns with mar-
kets. It is interesting that the member of the middle class did not give up

84 AJ,103-88-336, [lucmo XKuojuna [lepuha - nocianuky Jypumuhy, 19.9. 1941.

85 Milan Terzi¢, ,Misija porodice Bajloni 1941° Istorija 20. veka 2/2000, 59-66. - It
should be noted that some trips of the middle-class citizens of Yugoslavia and Serbia
had aclear political-intelligence character. Because of that, it could be, unlike the jour-
ney to the Bajloni family, where this just a secondary goal, called a missions. Among
such trips are, for example, the trips of Stanislav Rapotec, a Slovenian, reserve lieu-
tenant who traveled over Belgrade to Istanbul on two occasions with messages and
notifications from the country. For more information, see: Stevan K. Pavlovi¢, ,Misije
Stanislava Rapoteca 1941. i 1942, Jugoslovenski istorijski ¢asopis 2/1997, 101-132;
Milan Terzi¢, ,JoS nesto o misijama Stanislava Rapoteca u Jugoslaviji 1941-1942° Ju-
goslovenski istorijski ¢asopis 1-2/2001, 117-126; Xenep Bunujamc, [Tadobpanyu,
nampuomu u napmusaHu. Ynpaea 3a cneyuja/sHe onepayuje y Jyzocaasuju 1941-
1945, (beorpaza: Hosut, 2009).
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tourist trips. There were also well-known spas and health resorts. They
mostly travelled within the territory of Serbia under occupation, but also
went abroad. It is certain that the travelling of citizens under occupation
was often deprived of personal satisfaction and that much was subject to
the procurement of food and physical survival. We should not left out the
benefits ithad, under the conditions of strict censorship, regarding the ex-
change of information, getting to know how people live elsewhere, what
problems they have, and so on. It created a sense of connectivity and in-
fluenced the exchange and unification of experiences in the struggle with
everyday temptations.
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Pe3sume

Hartama Munuhesuh

AycBajcuy, cTpaxke ¥ rpaHULie: MyTOBawa rpahana
y okynupaHoj Cpouju 1941-1944.

AncrpakT: Y pazly ce aHa/qu3upajy yToBawa rpahaHa Cpbuje
3a BpeMe HalluCTHU4Ke okynanuje. [loce6aH akleHaT CTaBJ/bEH
je Ha myToBama NpHUNaAHUKA cpHcKor rpahaHcTBa. O6pabhe-
HHU Cy pas3/IMYUTH aclleKTH TOT NMHUTama: OrpaHUYema Koja je
rpabaHMMa-MyTHUIIMMA HaMeTHyJa OKyNalyja, HCKa3aHa
KpO03 CUMOO0JIMKY aycBajca (JIMYHUX MCIIpaBa, IPONyCHULA, J0-
3B0JIa), CTPaXka M TPaHMIA, 3aTUM MOTUBHU 3a IyTOBakE, Op-
raHU3alMOHU U 6e36eJHOCHU MPOO6JIEMH, TUIIOBU U OBJIMLU
NyTOBaka, CTPYKTypa rpahaHa-NmyTHHKA U CJI. YKa3aHo je U Ha
cnenMUYHOCTH KOje Cy UMaJjla MyTOBakba YHyTap 3eMJ/be U 1y-
TOBama BaH 3eMJbe.

KsbyuyHe peuu: Cp6uja, [Jpyru cBeTCKH paT, HallUCTHYKA OKY-
nanuja, NyToBama, CpIcko rpabaHcTBo, rpahbaHu, aycBajcy,
CTpake, TpaHUIle

[lyToBama rpahaHay paTy u okynauuju no Cpouju 3a BpeMe /lpy-
ror CBeTCKOT paTa 6uJjia cy, Kao U y IpeJpaTHOM epUO/y, Ba>KaH J1€0 bH-
X0Be CBaKoAHeBuLe. Moxe ce pehu U Aa cy, c 063MpOM Ha orpaHHYerba
Koja je rpahaHUMa-NyTHULMMA HaMeTasa OKylaliyja, nocTasa joul 3Ha-
yajuuja. OHa cy TajJla 6ujIa Texka, 3aXTeBHUja U HEU3BECHU]ja. 3axTeBaJjia
cy of rpabaHa Ay»e npunpeMe 1 npeBasujaxemwe 6pOjHUX OTpaHUYEba
Y TpaHUIa KaKo OU ce cripoBeJia (MaTepujajiHe MOTYhHOCTH, 03BOJIE 32
KpeTame, IOJUTHYKe U aIMUCTPaTUBHe I'PaHKlie, I0BO/bHA BOjHO-6€3-
6e/JHOCHA CUTYyall4ja U CJ1.). YCI0Be M KOHTPOJIY IyTOBama CIPOBOJUIIE
Cy 4 OKynaTopcka 4 fioMaha BJj1acT [1of, OKyNalujoM IpeKo CTPOror Haj-
30pa KpeTamwa CTAHOBHHULITBA, cao6pahajHUX KOMyHUKalMja U PeBO3-
HUX cpeAcTaBa. M3aBajajy ce, c 063MpoM Ha yCJI0OBe IyTOBaha, ABa IEpU-
oJla: MpBHY 06yXBaTa BpeMe yCcTaHKa TOKOM 1941. roinHe U HEZOBOJbHE
6e30eJHOCTH Iy TOBaka, KaJia Cy NyToBamwa 61ja U HepeJ0Ba U YeCTO O -
JlaraHa, U APYyTH Koju 06yxBaTa NeproJ NocJie cJioMa yCTaHKa, Kajia je, ¢
jelHe cTpaHe, IOOIITPEHA KOHTpPoJIa KpeTamwa rpahana, a ¢ Apyre 01110
Jl0 ycrocTaB/batba PeJOBHOCTH IIyTOBakha, caobpahaja u 6o/be 6e36e]-
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HOCTH NyTHUKA. MehyTHM, 6e3 063upa Ha CBe Mpenpeke, rpabanu cy Ha-
CTaBUJU Jia nyTyjy. U To MHoTO. [IyTOBamwa cy UM oMmoryhaBaJia cycpeTe,
yIo3HaBawa U JIpy:Keka, ali U pa3MeHy uHpopMalyja, poba v ycayra.
Meby MOTHBUMA, KOjU CYy pa3HU U Pa3HOBPCHHU, U3/iBajajy ce, 360T 0CKY-
JUIle Y XpaHH, 10ce6HO MyTOBakba pajy HabaBKe ®KUBOTHUX HAMUPHHULA.
OHa cy fo6ujasia IPBEHCTBO U y C/Iy4ajy KaJa Cy LIUJ/beBY Iy TOBamwa 61U
HEeKHU JpyTHy, Ha IpuMep cay>k6eHu Wiu nocaoBHU. Hajuewhe ce nyToBa-
JIO Ha CeJIo UJIM y Makbe IpaZiCKe LieHTpe ca 1jalaMa. 3aHUMJbUBO je U Ja
rpahaHU HUCY OZlyCTajaiu oJf TYPUCTUUYKHKX yTOBama. Mo ce y oz pa-
HUje I03HaTa oJMapaJiiITa 4 Jeyunuira (Bpwauka 6ama, Huuka nau
Coko 6ama). [lyToBasio ce HajBUllle YHYTap NPoCTOpa Koju je ob6yxBaTa-
Jla Cp6uja noj oKynaLujoM, ajliu ce 04J1a31J10 Uy UHOCTpaHCcTBo. OBa py-
ra BpcTa myToBama 6uia je cnenuduyHa (npesasuiio ce Kpo3 HEKOJIHU-
KO OKYIallMOHUX 30Ha) ¥ 3aXTeBaJla je AYTOTpajHy NPUIIPEMY U CJI0KEHY
OopraHu3aliyjy nyToBamwa, ¥ Kojy je claJjajio CaKyI/bake NOTPeOHHUX /10-
KyMeHTa (macoiia, BU3a, ¥ CJ1.), MHOTO HOBLA, CHAJIAXK/bUBOCTU U JINYHE
cpehe. Ha TakaB nyT ML/ Cy YIJIaBHOM 60raTHjy NpUNaJHULY CPIICKOT
rpahaHcTBa: afBOKaTH, UHAYCTPHUjalli{, KPYIHUjU TProBLy, BUILH YU-
HOBHHULY, a/Id U 0PULHPH, KAO U NIOHEKa KeHa. Y CBaKOM CJy4ajy, u3-
BECHO je Jia Cy IyToBamwa rpahaHa [of, OKynauujoM 61sa 4ecTo JU1lieHa
JIMYHOT 33/I0BOJbCTBA U /a Cy YMHOroMe 6uja nojgpeheHa Ha6aBLU XKU-
BOTHUX HAMUPHUIA U GU3UYKOM OIICTaHKY. Mazja He Tpeba U30CTaBUTHU
HU KOPUCT KOjy Cy OHa, Y YCJIOBUMA [10CTOjakba CTPOTe LieH3ype, Ipy»KaJia
rpahaHuMa y norjiefly pasmeHe HH$opMalyja, yio3HaBamwa ca TUM Kako
KMBe JbYJIM U3BaH MeCTa KMBJbekba, KAKBU Cy UM npobJsieMu u Ap. To je
cTBapaJio ocehaj moOBE3aHOCTH U yTULIAJIO je HAa pa3MeHY U yjeJlHauaBabe
HCKyCcTaBay 60p6U ca CBaKOJJHEBHHUM UCKYILIekUMa.
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