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RESEARCH OF YUGOSLAV-ALBANIAN ECONOMIC 

RELATIONS 1945-1948 

Božica SLAVKOVIĆ MIRIĆ1 
 

Abstract. In our paper, we relied on available archival sources and professional 

literature. The article deals with review of political and economic cooperation, its scope 

and type, as well as the political conditions for the creation of economic relations 

between Yugoslavia and Albania in the period 1945-1948. The paper also presents the 

balance of cooperation. Yugoslavia and Albania established co-operation in World War 

II, which continued after the end of the war. The culmination of good relations was the 

visit of Albanian President Enver Hoxha to Yugoslavia in 1946 and the signing of the 

Treaty of Friendship. However, due to the distrust and reservations of the Albanian 

leadership towards the Yugoslav one, in 1947 there was a crisis in cooperation. The 

climax was 1948, when all relations were severed. They were normalized after 1955. 

Кеywords: Albania, Cooperation, Economy, Yugoslavia, Period after the Second 

World War. 

 

Relations between the Communist Party of Yugoslavia and the Communist Party 

of Albania, which were established during the Second World War, gained a new 

dimension after the liberation. A euphoric mood was created about mutual 

brotherhood, unbreakable friendship and cooperation2. Despite the fact that it still 

had not recovered after the liberation3, the Yugoslav state began to provide assistance 

to Albania, where the consequences of the war were felt in all segments4. 

Even before the official recognition of the Albanian state (29 April 1945), 

Yugoslavia concluded two treaties with Albania on 20 February 1945. The first 

agreement took the form of a military alliance for a joint fight against the German 

occupation forces, which was to be extended in the post-war years. The second 

agreement regulated economic cooperation, which included the abolition of the 

customs border, the exchange of goods between Yugoslavia and Albania, and mutual 

consultations on concluding agreements with third countries. Both countries were 

                                                        
1 PhD, Research associate, The Institute for Recent History of Serbia in Belgrade. 
2 Archive of Yugoslavia (hereafter: AY), Fund Commission for International Relations of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia, 507/9, 1/1–11, Bashkimi, 21 April 1945. 
3 Milan Piljak, „Reforme jugoslovenskog ekonomskog sistema 1945–1965”, Istraživanja mladih 
saradnika Instituta za noviju istoriju Srbije, ed. Zoran Janjetović, (Beograd: Institut za noviju istoriju 
Srbije, 2013), 220; Dušan Bilandžić, Radovan Vukadinović, Osnovne društvene promene u Jugoslaviji i 
svijetu nakon Drugog svjetskog rata 1945–1973, (Zagreb: Školska knjiga, 1973), 26–30.  
4 АY, 507/9, box 7, 1/2-77, Privredni razvoj Albanije. 
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